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Pentagon sees $11b Gulf cost 


WASHINGTON (R) ■ — The growing U.S- military build-up in the Gulf 
cooid cost at least ST 1 billion in the next 12 months, defence «ai/t 

Friday, The U.S, defence officials, who asked not to be wfaniM . said 
key members of Congress bad been advised of the additional cost of the 
mflhaiy operation even as Secretary of State James Baker and Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady were travelling abroad on missions designed to 
persuade other nations to hetopay the mL After talks between Baker and 
Saudi Arabia’s KingFahd onTnunday night, U.S. and Saudi said 

the kingdom had agreed to a mnJii-bOfion dollar package that would cover 
the major part of in-commy costs for the U.S. forces deployed to deter 
any invasion of Saudi Arabia by Iraq. The Pentagon officials said the Sll 
MBon would be in addition to &5biIEon that die U.S. military will spend 
by the end of this month to send over 100,000 troops and seamen and 
miffions of tons of equipment to the Guff region. “That cost in fiscal 1991 
(beginning Ocl 1) would be in addition to normal pay for the troops and 
does not include what would be the additional cost of any arm*! fighting,” 
said one of the defence officials. 
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Qasem: Jordan fully 
observes sanctions 


s§Qasem: 

observe 

a i CKlk Combined agency dispatches 

tO W, L ^ 

TV S - * AMMAN — Jordan is folly 
^ observing the terms of the inter- 
. ***** national sanctions imposed on 
-“*0 bajf , Iraq and those who doubt, the 
* lcst are { Kingdom’s sincerity in applying 
tinted ia ^ them should explain clauses 
^ er u which exempt food and medidne, 

1 held ■ ™ humanitarian circumstances, 

'ruble m Deputy Prime Minister and Fore-- 

2 -»u x ign Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
r *’ , 0r ¥> said Friday. 

4f We would like to have a 
UquKl <=& consistent decision, not a season- 
~- v P 5 ^stng 4 a l» erratic and at time inhuman 
^ dci >^Jfc one to suit someone’s ego or 
pieces oj ^ goal,” Qasem was quoted as 
ierrv iu*' saying in an interview with Reu- 
■ rav *■ ters. 

u, “We have stopped everything 

77 * 7 ^ that we were (supposed) to 
' c observe,” Qasem said, but added 
that Jordan would continue to 
import vital oil from Iraq until 
kf D$ alternatives could be found. 

He said Jordan needed Iraqi oil 
for its own use, not for export, 
and was ready to accept from any 
.ri- country alternative supplies at the 
"7 concessional prices it was paying 

Baghdad. 

: a Qasem accused some unnamed 
- ~i * countries of delaying a decision 
by a U.N. Security Council Com- 
mittee on defining the scope of 
^ sanctions and assistance to Jor- 

dan to offset the economic pain of 
‘ ~ complying with them. 
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“As -far as we are concerned a 
resolution from the Security Council 
is binding and whether it has 
loopholes or not we wifl observe it 
■fa fly as we have observed folly 
(Security Council Resolution) 242,* 
he said. 

Jordan has long advocated imple- 
mentation of Resolution 242, which 
demands an Israeli withdrawal from 
the territories occupied in the 1967 
war in return for peace and secure 
borders for all states in the region. 

The Security Council reported 
agreement Thursday near on Jordan’s 
request for emergency aid to cover 
economic losses arising from com- 
pliance with the embargo, and for the 
cost of sheltering 100,000 Golf re- 


— --LS 


“We are very close to an agree- 
ment” on Jordan's request, raid the 
chairman of the U.N. sanctions com- 
mittee, Finnish Ambasador Marjarta 
Rasi, speaking to reporters. 

Renters said Qasem declined com- 
ment on His Majesty King Hussein’s 
meeting on Thursday with IraqiPresi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. Prime Minis- 
ter Mndar Badran, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Political 
Advisor Adrian Abu Odeh and 
Qasem acco mpanied the King on the 
visit. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan told the American ABC tele- 
vision network in an interview Thurs- 
day that the King’s talks with die 
Iraqi leader were aimed at not fore- 
dosmg diplomatic solutions to die 
Gulf crisis in view of the sweeping 
resolutions adopted by the the United 
Nations Security CbundL 

Qasem said Jordan was fully com- 


“The only (military) relanonshi 
that we have is that due to the hie 


(Continued on page 5) 


Europaruamentarians say 
Gulf peace through sanctions 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A peaceful solu- 
tion to the Gulf crisis is an 
almost certain outcome if eco- 
nomic sanctions against Bagh- 
dad are tightly observed, mem- 
bers of a high-ranking delega- 
tion of European parliamenta- 
rians said Friday on the fourth 
leg of a five-country fact-find- 
ing tour of the region. 

’It is certain that if die 
embargo is properly and 
seriously applied it will bring 
about a peaceful solution. I see 
no need at present to envision 
any different scenario from 
that,” said European Parlia- 
ment Vice-President Robert? 
Foimigoni, who heads the five- 
member delegation. 

A comprehensive solution 
based on United Nations con- 
ditions that Iraq should pull 
out of Kuwait and the former 
government be reinstated, cou- 
pled with issues of aid to eva- 
cuees and economic assistance 
to those countries that are 
bound to be effected by the 
economic sanctions on Iraq, 


are all priority issues as far as 
the European Community 
(EC) is concerned, Fonnigoni 
said. 

The EC Council of Ministers 
met Friday and announced an 
aid package of S2 billion for 
Turkey, Egypt and Jordan to 
compensate for their loss as a 
result of the international eco- 
nomic embargo. 

Indicating that at least some 
forces in the European Parlia- 
ment believe Jordan should be 
granted economic Support, Pe- 
ter Crampton, a British mem- 
ber of the European parlia- 
ment, said. <f We and certain 
other Arab states ought to 
understand if we expect Jordan 
to survive and play a role we 
have to provide aid, there is no 
use saying sanctions, sanctions 
etc.” 

The five-member parliamen- 
tary group said that its man- 
date was very broad and that it 
was interested in “contacts at 
all posable levels to bring ab- 
out a solution of the crisis.” In 
its mission to find a peaceful 
solution to the crisis it did not 
visit Iraq saying the members 


felt it may weaken their posi- 
tion in the eyes of Saddam 
Hussein.” We would not want 
him to underestimate our de- 
termination,” in carrying out 
U.N. demands and economic 
sanctions, said British Con- 
servative parliamentarian 
James Moorbouse. 

Reiterating the European 
parliament’s official position, 
Formigoni said: “In general 
terms we support the solution 
recommended by the U.N. ... 
there has been an illegal inva- 
sion of a sovereign country we 
are seeking a withdrawal of 
that country’s forces. We are 
seeking the freedom of fore- 
igners m both Iraq and Kuwait 
and we support the U.N. 
embargo as means of bringing 
about a solution to the 
problem.” 

While British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd has 
indicated that Jordan would 
receive so economic aid if eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq 
were not strictly adhered to, 
Fornrigom said: “The interna- 
tional community should 
(Continued on page 5) 


EC to give Le 

$2b to SEE. 

Turkey, *• 

- J ? anti-Irac 

Jordan 

and Egypt *25 

ROME (AP) — The European 
Community nations Friday 
agreed to give $2 billion in econo- ro “‘ 
mic aid to Turkey, Jordan and The < 
Egypt to compensate them for Tunis sa 
lost trade with Iraq. request ' 

They also granted more food minister? 
and other emergency aid for the the Cain 
tens of thousands of refugees go ahead 
from Iraq and Kuwait stranded at declared 


League split deepens 


Iraq’s borders. 

However, the EC stales made 
no promises to contribute to the 
r’^c v, cost of deploying U.S. troops in 
? luS p* the Gnlt sent in after Iraq's Aug. 
’■^rk 2 invasion of Kuwait. _ 

Vi p‘ ?I s After a one-day meeting of the 

* EC foreign ministers, the Italian 

minister, Gianni de MicheKs, told 
■- ‘ reporters, “We want to contri- 
5 burn to the burden-sharing in an 
J independent and direct manner 

Md not to foe expenses of a 


TUNIS (R) — Morocco has 
abandoned efforts to heal a split 
in the Arab League over the Gulf 
crisis which has pitched pro an 
anti-Iraqi Arab states against 
each other, diplomatic sources 
said Friday. 

• Cairo and TVmis have sche- 
duled rival ministers’ meeting this 
month and Rabat, alarmed fry the 
diaqn dividing the. Arab World, 
had asked the league to postpone 

both. 

The diplomatic sources in 
Tunis said Morocco withdrew its 
request Thursday night. Enough 
mnnsteis had agreed to attend 
the Cairo talks for that meeting to 
go ahead on Sept. 10, despite die 
declared opposition of Tunisia, 
Algeria and Yemen. Iraq, Jordan 
ana the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) were among 
members who did not attend last 
week’s Arab League foreign 
minis ters’ meeting and were 
widely expected to do the same 
again. 

The Cairo meeting, strongly 
backed by the six Gulf states, 
phm to authorise the transfer of 
the league headquarters from 
T unis to Cairo. Tins had original- 
ly been backed by most league 
members' and a group, ironically 


headed by Iraq, was working on 
the timing ana logistics. 

Iraq now opposes the transfer 
which would underline Egypt's 
dominant role in the league main- 
stream, assumed only months af- 
ter Cairo was readmitted to the 
group after a decade-long exile 
because of its separate peace 
treaty with Israel. 

League Secretary-General 
Chatfii Obi, a Tunisian, resigned 
earlier this week in the aftennath 
of file split which was under- 
scored when only 13 of the 
League’s 21 members attended 
last week's Cairo meeting. It 
reiterated demands for Baghdad 
to order its troops out of Kuwait 
and pay war demages. 

Diplomatic sources said it' was 
now impossible to gauge whether 
an ordinary league meeting of 
mimstefs, scheduled for Sept. 17 
in Tunis, would go ahead. 

The sources pointed out that 
Qie division of the league could 
cripple its future operations. 
Under its charter a new secretary- 
general needs the votes of two- 
lirirds of the members. 

Cairo has the apparent solid 
backing of 11 , needing two more 
voices to join it to elect a new 

league chief. 



xnitled to the U.N. embargo against 
Iraq »n<i dismissed as “rubbish” the 
idea that Amman would give the 
Iraqis access to its weapons. 

Responding to a report that the 
French government had frozen arms 
sales to Jordan for fear advanced 
weapons might find their way to Iraq, 
Qasem described the idea as rubbish. 

The French firm Dassault said 
Thursday the government had 
ordered it not to deliver 12 Mirage 
jets worth 51 billion to Jordan. 

Qasem told Renters that Jordan 
had never passed on weapons or 
military technology even to its best 
friends in the Middle Hast and would 
never do so. 

“If there are things which are head- 
ing for Jordan they will be exclusively 
used by Jordan.” be said. 

“Our policy is to honour our 
obligations. This has been proven to 
others in the past be ii Americans, 
French. Writfeh or even Soviets be- 
cause we do have different assort- 
ment (of weapons) but in way do we 
let anyone use those,” he said. 

He said talk of a joint Jordanian- 
Iraq air squadron was an Israeli- 
inspired distortion to put pressure on 
Jordan. 

“They want to make this accusation 
stick and it has no grounds at all for it. 
For those who are seeking a de- 
escalation this is not the way to help.” 

Qasem said Jordanian pilots were 
training in Iraq because Jordan could 
not bear the cost of training them at 
home. 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The International Organisation for Migration flOMj 
raid Sunday that the ability of the world community to cope with the 
exodus from Iraq and Kuwait “is at a breaking point.” In an urgent and 
specific request addressed to the beads of states of 24 countries, the 
director general of IOM asked that the governments donate aircraft — 
commercial and military — and ships “now” before human suffering 
becor "* a human tragedy. This caQ comes even as the first phase of 
lOM’s i<^._iuiation programme becomes operational with a schedule of 72 
flights leaving Amman with some 19.000 people aboard in the next 
fortnight. Relief organisations are working with a figure of 100,000 people 
that have laready moved to Jordan. This is the tip of the iceberg; 
short-term projections say an estimated half a milli on people could move. 
Neither aircraft space nor present financial resources available to the 
relief organisations, therefore, could even hope to cope with the needs 
resulting from this ever-increasing rates of arrivals. As the exodus 
outstrips the resouxes by leaps and bounds, time, said IOM, is the essence. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 

•O i Saudis, Kuwaitis 
to foot U.S. bill 
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A mother cries as her childr en anxiously wait for food and water at one of the camps., near Ai 
Ruweisbed (Photo by Yousef AJ ‘Allan) 

U.N. calls for aircraft, funds 
to speed up flow of evacuees 


^ Combined agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Relief agencies 
_ appealed Friday for planes and 
money to airlift home tens of 
— j thousands of Asian refugees 
stranded in the Jordanian desert 
after arriving from Kuwait and 
Iraq. 

The number of U.N.-coordin- 
ated flights from Amman needed 
to be at least doubled from the 
current planned 72 over the next 
two weeks to help repatriate the 
increasingly desperate refugees, 
the officials said. 

“We are urgently appealing for 
more planes or more funds to 
charter aircraft,” said Sergio 
| Piazzi, a coordinator in Jordan 
1 for the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Organisation (UNDRO). 

“India and Egypt are now 
asking us to help repatriate their 
nationals because there is a new 
influx into Jordan. What planes 
they had organised themselves 
are being overwhelmed,” he told 
Reuters. 

An estimated 277.000 Indians 
and Egyptians are the largest 


Asian and Arab foreign com- 
munities remaining in Kuwair. 

Thousands of Egyptians, Indi- 
ans, Bangladeshis and Filipinos 
fill halls and car parks at the 
Queen Alia Airport 24 hours a 
day, police frequently have to 
stop them rustling departure 
gates. 

The United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) has pledged 
ream ness to provide Jordan wnb all 
possible assistance within its mandate 
to help it cope with the situation. 

The pledge was made by UNDP 
Administrator William Draper at 
meetings he held with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Minister of Planning Khaled Amin 
Abdullah. 

The United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) announced that it 
had started the second phase of its 
emergency assistance programme to 
Jordan. In the first phase carried out 
late last month, UNICEF airlifted 13 
tonnes of drugs, blankets and tents 
into Jordan ana supplied mattresses, 
water tanks and jeny cans from local 
sources for the evacuee's camps. 

Crown Prince Hassan said on 
Thursday that 10,000 newcomers 
were arriving daily from Iraq and 


Gorbachev may use 
summit to push for 
Mideast conference 

(Combined agency despatches) important for us to maximise 

Arab solidarity on the Gulf ques- 
tion and show them that we are 
MOSCOW - Soviet leader not overlooking other issues, in- 
Mikhail Gorbachev could use his duch ££j c Arafc-Israeli dispute. 
Gulf crisis summit with President one Western diploiMt said. 
George Bush this weekend to I am sure Gorbachev will 
push for renewed efforts for an agree there must be no direct 
Arab-Israeli peace, informed But I think he sees itas 

sources said Friday. unportantto orient (Iraqi Prea- 

With the world’s attention dent Saddam) Husson s attempt 
focussed on Iraq’s invasion of w appeal to Palestinians and the 
Kuwait, Moscow this week repe- P° orer Arabs against various 
ated its long-standing call for an S 1 ?? 1 ^ ataas - . 
international conferee on the _ , 9°r b / ch 5 v . meet 

Middle East and a comprehensive Sunday m for ^ one - 

settlement under the aegis of the summit. 

United Nations. A commentary in the daily 

Official spokesman Gennady 

Gerasimov stressed Thursday directly Imbed the IrapiYMonof 
that Foreign Minister Eduard Kuwait on Aug. 2 and the Palesh- 
Sbevarduadae, who made the r t 13:ls Prpolem, saying Iraqi ac- 
appeal in a speech in Vladivos- aons ’ ^ 2 

tolcVwas not d£»ly iMring the WSF ° f '« der Mddle eastern 

Gulf conflict and the Arab-Israeli “““nto. ’ , _ 

di sp ute ^3ad the Middle East not been 

first priority is to restore m such a deep crisis for many 
the sovereignty of Kuwait,” ( ^ ecades > maybe fte Iraqi aggres- 
Gerasimov smd. “Shevardnadze's wou ! d not have happened, 
proposal for a Middle East con- ““ «pmly Arab support for it 
ference was the same as before. ™ ould unthinkable. 

We think it is just as important commentary by Andret 
now as it ever was.” Ostalksy said. 

But the renewed emphasis on e Gerasimov said Friday the 
peace talks,, coupled with Gor- Soviet Umon would be re 

bachev’s advocacy of using the P rov £ e “oops for a U.N. 
“Arab factor” to solve the Gulf Pf^KCPmg force in the Gulf if 
crisis, suggests Moscow believes tjey were under a joint command 
that Arab solidarity against Iraq mcluded Sow* generals, 
could be bolstered by moves 5 _ A J om j 13 ■$■-*>** military 
wards a Middle East settlement, J under a Umted Nations 
analysts said. banner would be a first for the 

“I think it's safe to assume that Sa P er P° wei,? > wbo hxve been on 
one of the things Gorbachev will 

emphasis to $ush is that it is very (Continued on page 5) 


called on international agencies lo 
speed up moving ibem home. 

He accused the West of ignoring 
the Asians’ plight because its atten- 
tion was focused on Westerners held 
in Kuwait and Iraq. 

The Prince said the flood of re- 
fugees and neglect by the West had 
led to a disaster in Jordan. Up to two 
milli on more foreigners might bead 
for the Kingdom from Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

•‘We need to move 100.000 in three 
weeks but don’t have the money or 
aircraft,'' said Regina Boucault, 
spokesman for the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM), a 
U.N. agency. 

“If 10 Western countries provided 
five or six aircraft each we could do 
it,'' she said. “But so far we have only 
moved 2,500 to Bangladesh and Sri 
1 anlra since our airlift began on 
Monday.” 

She said a giant Soviet Antonov 
transport plane left for Bangladesh 
Friday with 400 passengers — 50 less 
than normal because previous flights 
had shown the planes were over- 
crowded. 

European Community (EC) minis- 
ters met Friday in Rome to approve 
aid for Jordan, Turkey and Egypt 

(Continued on page 5) 


House of 
Commons 
backs 
Thatcher 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s par- 
liament strongly backed Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's de- 
spatch of forces to the Gulf and 
her refusal to rule out military 
action against Iraq. 

At the end of a two-day 
emergency debate the House of 
Commons supported government 
policy Friday by a vote of 437-35, 
far higher than the 100 -seat 
majority Thatchers ruling Con- 
servatives normally co mmand in 
the 650-member chamber. 

The only issue of dispute in the 
debate was over whether Britain 
should seek United Nations 
approval before taking any milit- 
ary action to force Iraq’s with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

Thatcher and other officials 
said no such authority was 
needed. 

Britain was the first country to 
commit forces to back tbe U.S. 
military buildup in tbe Gulf fol- 
lowing Iraq’s Aug. 2 takeover of 
Kuwait 

A group of left-wing opposition 
politicians, led by foirner Labour 
Minister Tony Benn, had said 
they would vote against the gov- 
ernment as “a vote for peace 
rather than war.” 

Opening the debate Thursday, 
Thatcher said she was considering 

sending further forces to the 
Gulf. She added that she hoped 
sanctions would lead to Iraq’s 
withdrawal but refused to rule 

out die use of force. 

Britain has sent three squad- 
rons of fighter-bomber aircraft, a 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — The 
United States and Saudi Arabia 
said Friday there could be no 
compromise with Iraq over 
Kuwait, and rhe U.S. won 
pledges from the Saudis and 
Kuwaitis to help pay for U.S. 
forces in the Gulf. 

In whirlwind diplomacy. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
ended two days of talks with 
Saudi leaders in Jeddeh, met 
Kuwait's toppled government in 
the Suadi mountain resort of Taif 
and flew to the United Arab 
Emirates. 

After their talks. Baker and 
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud Al Faisal said they hoped 
for a peaceful solution to the 
crisis created by Iraq’s seizure of 
Kuwait five weeks ago. 

But at a news conference, 
neither suggested any progress 
towards one. Baker repeatedthat 
the United States “does not and 
cannot rule out any options" to 
force Iraq to withdraw. 

Kuwait’s exiled ruler joined 
Saudi Arabia in promising to help 
pay for more than 100,000 U.S. 
troops deployed in tbe Gulf. 
Saudi officials said their govern- 
ment pledged billions of dollars. 

Kuwait’s emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, also pledged 
cash but did not disclose how 
much. 

“We have no objection to con- 
tribute financially to the presence 
of the troops,” Sheikh Jaber told 
reporters before the Taif talks. 

"In order to restore my country 


to what it was before... we will 
not spare any amount.” 

Baker's tour — his first in the 
Middle East as secretary of 
state. . . is aimed at getting pledges 
to help countries hit by a United 
Nations trade embargo against 
Iraq as well as to underwrite costs 
of basing U.S. troops and ships in 
the region. 

After he met King Fahd Thurs- 
day night, U.S. and Saudi offi- 
cials si ad Saudi Arabia had 
agreed to a multi-billion dollar 
package that would cover most of 
U.S. forces in the kingdom, in- 
cluding fuel, water and transport. 

Baker said Saudi Arabia “is 
going to be doing perhaps even 
more than their share toward 
sharing that responsibility (and 
this is) very much appreciated by 
the United States.” 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady is on a similar 
mission in Europe and Asia. 

U.S. officials said Baker briefly 
discussed a proposal to create a 
regional “security” structure to 
keep peace in the Gulf. “The 
Saudis were quite interested," 
one said. 

While Baker met the exiled 
Kuwaiti government in Taif, a 
minister repeated statements 
several have made that force may 
be needed to evict the Iraqi army. 

“We don't want to speak of any 
military options for the time 
being (but) 1 don't think serious- 
ly that people feel (that U.N. 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


U.N. chief ready to 
resume talks with Iraq 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNTIED NATIONS — U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has said he was pre- 
pared to resume t alks with Iraqi 
officials on the Gulf crisis if he 
was assured of positive results. 

He was speaking to reporters 
after briefing Security Council 
members in private on his fruit- 
less talks in Amman, last week 
with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz on ways of resolving the 
Gulf crisis. 

“If at some stage they (tbe 
Iraqis) are prepared to resume a 
dialogue with me I will be always 
available if, of course, 1 have 
assurances this meeting will lead 
somewhere,” Perez de Cuellar 
said. 

“Now the initiative is with Mr. 
Aziz... he might wish — who 
knows? — to listen to me again 
even if he knows it is not for me 
to negotiate anything,” he added. 

He noted that a Security Coun- 
cil resolution condemning Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait and deman- 
ding its immediate, unconditional 
withdrawal called for negotia- 
tions between those countries on 
resolving their differences. 

The secretary-general told a 
news conference in Amman Sun- 
day he was disappointed because 
there was no progress on the 
U.N. demand for an Iraqi 
pullout. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas R. 
Pickering said it was “disappoint- 
ing” that Iraq did not budge on 


any of the major issues. 

Diplomats who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity said Perez de 
Cuellar told them he had no 
specific suggestion for promoting 
further dialogue with Baghdad 
after meeting with Aziz. 

Adz insisted to Perez de Cuel- 
lar that U.S.-led multinational 
troops withdraw and that Jordan 
be allowed to arrange a diploma- 
tic solution, the diplomats said. 

Aziz said Iraq should be 
allowed to export at least a mini- 
mum amount of oil so it could pay 
to import medicine and food for 
humanitarian purposes. Such im- 
ports would be allowed by the 
trade embargo resolution. 

However, the secretary-gener- 
al gave Aziz no encouragement 
along those lines. The issue of 
allowing food imports was not 
otherwise discussed. 

Perez left the door open for 
further talks, but be was doi 
invited to Baghdad. 

PeTez de Cuellar said after the 
council briefing that a U.N. 
under-secretary-general, Kofi 
Annan, now in Baghdad, would 
continue his efforts to secure the 
release of foreign nationals bar- 
red from leaving Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Asked if Annan would visit 
Kuwait, Perez de Cuellar said this 
was “something which is under 
consideration.” U.N. sources 
said permission would have to be 
obtained from Kuwait, which 

(Continued on page 5) 


171 Americans arrive 
in Amman from Iraq 


(Coutfamed on page 5) 


AMMAN (Agencies) — - A 
planeload of 171 Americans 
arrived here from Baghdad Friday, 
as the evacuation of Western 
women and children continued 
through Jordan. 

Most passengers were women 
and children, but some Arab- 
American husbands and a few 
other men were also aboard. 
Mothers pushed baby carriages 
and tugged startled children 
through a crush of cameras. 

They arrived on an Iraqi Air- 
ways plane, the first U.S.- 
arranged charter to airlift Amer- 
icans from Kuwait. 

A handful of Americans in 
Kuwait were flown on a regular 
Iraqi Airways flight from Baghdad 
last week. That trip was arranged 
by U.S. civil rights leader the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson. 

But most of the other foreign 
evacuees have had to cross the 
desert under baking sun to Bagh- 
dad to catch flights out. 


The charter stopped over in 
Baghdad where its passengers 
obtained exit permits from Iraqi 
authorities before taking off for 
Amman. 

On arrival, the Americans 
were whisked to the airport hotel 
to wait for a flight home. They 
were believed headed for Virgi- 
nia. 

Tbe State Department in 
Washington has reported the 
shooting of an American in 
Kuwait who was trying to avoid 
capture. 

The evacuees were taken to 
nearby airport hotel, where they 
were briefed by U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Roger Harrison and waited 
for papers to be processed before 
beading to the united States. 

Harrison told Journalists wait- 
ing outside the hotel the Amer- 
icans were “tired but in good 
spirits.” He said they felt relieved 
and he expected more American 
women and children to fly out of 
Iraq next week. 
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India calls for urgent 
relief effort in Gulf 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
dia. angry at being refused per- 
mission by the United Nations to 
send food to its people trapped in 
the Gulf, called Friday for an 
urgent international relief effort. 

Foreign Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral also confirmed publidy 
for the first time that Iraq refused 
to let India send ships and aircraft 
evacuate over lOO.WK) people un- 
til it sent food. 

He told parliament food shor- 
tages in Kuwait were serious and 
what was required was “a con- 
certed international effort, with- 
out further delay, for solving the 
humanitarian problem.” 

Gujral said he had asked West- 
ern nations enforcing United Na- 
tions sanctions against Iraq for 
safe passage for a ship to take 
food to Kuwait. 

“It was a matter of deep con- 
cern. therefore, when we were 
categorically told not to proceed 
with the shipment." he said. 

The countries, which he did not 
identify, told India the ship would 
be stepped. 

Diplomats said the United States 
and other Western countries had 
told India food problems in 
Kuwait and Iraq had not reached 
the stage when they could be 
considered a humanitarian issue - 

Gujral 's spokesman was even 
blunter. 

Some, he said "believe that 
because there are no deaths by 
starvation yet perhaps we could 
wait awhile." 

He added: “Our view is quite 
different. We want to avoid a 


single death by starvation.” 

Gujral accused Baghdad of re- 
neging cm assurances of coopera- 
tion m evacuating the 1811,000 
Indians trapped when Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait Aug. 2. 

Baghdad bad told Delhi a start 
to evacuation from Iraq and 
Kuwait “will not be permitted 
until the aircraft or ships de- 
ployed for repatriation brought 
food,” be said. 

Hiring Iraqi planes was subject 
to the same condition, he added. 

So far about 20,000 Indians 
have reached home, the great 
majority after an arduous trek 
from Kuwait to Jordan, about 
16,000 more were in squalid 
camps on the Iraq-Jordan border 
and 5,000 in Amman. 

Gujral said Iraq had told India 
and other Asian nations with 
sizeable populations in the Gulf it 
would not be able to supply food 
to foreigners. 

“The availability of radons (in 
Kuwait) has seriously de- 
creased." he said. 

‘The Iraqi authorities have in- 
formed us... they will not be able 
to make arrangements for ra- 
tions... that this will have to be 
done through imports.” 

India had appealed to the Un- 
ited Natioas Thursday to be 
allowed to take in the supplies on 
humanitarian grounds for the In- 
dians still trapped in Kuwait. 

Sources said the United States 
apparently stuck to its position of 
“nothing in. nothing out," and 
the Security Council refused the 
request, apparently because India 


Bush accepts Iraqi offer 
for time on Baghdad TV 


WASHINGTON (APJ — Presi- 
dent George Bush has accepted 
an Iraqi offer to speak directly to 
the people of Iraq over state-run 
television, calling it “a real 
opportunity" to explain why he 
has sent U.S. forces to the Gulf. 

“The president has a very dis- 
tinct message that he wants to 
give to the people of Iraq.” White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter said as the president flew from 
Washington to Kansas, in the 
centra] plains, to address a rally 
for Governor Mike Hayden's 
reelection drive. 

Bush, before Dying to Kansas, 
talked with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad about 
the Gulf crisis. 

Bush complained last week 
that be was not getting equal time 
to get his message across to the 
people of Iraq. “Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein has been inter- 
viewed by a U.S. network 
anchorman and his speeches, del- 
ivered through a spokesman in 
Baghdad, have been aired at 
length on Cable News Network 
and other U.S.-based networks. 

Bush, asked about Thursday's 
Iraqi television offer, told repor- 
ters. “It’s a real opportunity." 

On the Iraqi television offer. 
Fitzwater said: 


“Iraq's information minister 
has offered to broadcast a mes- 
sage from President Bush to the 
people of Iraq on their state-run 
television. Although we have not 
heard from Iraq directly we 
accept their offer of a broadcast 
to the Iraqi people. The president 
will tape a message to the Iraqi 
people that in the next few days 
will be provided to the Iraqi 
information minister." 

Naji A1 Hadithi. director 
general of Iraq's information 
ministry, said earlier Thursday in 
Baghdad he was making the offer 
on Saddam’s instructions. He said 
an Iraqi television crew was ready 
to go to Washington to interview 
Bush. 

Bush called U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Wednesday night to thank for his 
efforts to solve the Gulf crisis. 
The U.N. chief went to Jordan 
last week for talks with Iraq's 
foreign minister that failed to 
produce a breakthrough. 

He also spoke by telephone to 
Turkish President Turgut OzaJ. 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl to discuss the 
Gorbachev summit and the Gulf 
situation. 

Bush heads to Helsinki, Fin- 
land, Friday night and will meet 
with Gorbachev there Sunday. 
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could not guarantee that the sup- 

E lies would not fall into Iraqi 
ands. 

India has had to revise its 
evacuation plans a number of 
times as pressure mounted from 
Indian refugees stranded in 
Jordan. 

An earlier plan was to take the 
Indians to the Iranian port of 
Bandar Khomeini in the northern 
Gulf and then take them back to 
India on two passenger ships, the 
Tipu Sultan and the Akbar. That 
plan did not go ahead because of 
apparent bureaucratic hurdles. 

The plan now being scrapped 
was to transport stranded Indians 
directly from Kuwait aboard the 
Tipu Sultan and the Akbar, both 
Indian-registered with a com- 
bined passenger capacity of 
2.500. 

Meanwhile, some 750 Indian 
refugees, the first to be evacuated by 
sea from Kuwait, were to be 
flown home from Dubai by char- 
tered Air India planes. 

They were brought out aboard 
a Panamanian -registered cargo 
vessel, the Safeer. which had 
been docked in Kuwait at the 
time of the invasion. 

The 9,300- tonne Safeer docked 
off Dubai Thursday after a 30- 
hour trip, with its passengers re- ! 
ported in good health, but suffer- ! 
ing from dehydration. ; 

Doctors, water and food were 
taken out to them for the over- 1 
night stay off Dubai while their ! 
flight papers were readied. i 
The Safeer passengers included | 
300 women and children. i 


Israeli 
teenagers 
apologise 
after trek 
to Petra 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Two 
Israeli teenage boys who trekked 
illegally Into Jordan 11 days ago. 
creating an international stir, 
have returned home safely with 
the help of Italian Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti. 

Hananel Shear-Yashuv and 
Lior Mizrahi, both 17, fulfilled 
the dream of many Israeli high 
school students by hiking to see 
the ruins of the ancient Nabatean 
capital of Petra. 

After months of planning, the 
two teenagers, using military 
maps, managed to evade the pat- 
rols on both sides of the demarca- 
tion line to reach the ruins. Jorda- 
nian police arrested them at a 
checkpoint near Aqaba. 

They were set free after 
Andreotti intervened at Israel's 
request and arrived home Thurs- 
day by the bridge from Jordan. 
They were treated well during 
nine days in Jordanian custody 
but advised anyone against re- 
peating their exploit. 

“I want to ask the country, all 
those we caused harm, to forgive 
ns and punish us because we 
deserve to be punished." Shear- 
Yashuv told reporters. 

The teenagers could face up to 
four years in jail for crossing the 
demarcation line. 

Israeli officials said they asked 
Andreotti to intercede on behalf 
of the teenagers when he met His 
Majesty King Hussein in Rome 
Tuesday. Two days later they 

were released. 

The two teenagers, both reli- 
gious Jews, removed their skull- 
caps when they set off on their 
trek and pretended to be tourists 
from Malta. But, under question- 
ing. they admitted to being j 
Israelis and put their skullcaps j 
back on. 1 



Asian evacuees crowd around a water tank in a transit camp near tbe 

Al Unwashed bonier post (photo by Yousef A1 Allan) 

U.S. Gulf build-up over 
100,000 and growing 

Thp frrur, PrKirUr rtonr-tK- Rush 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has already sent more 
than 100,000 troops and seamen 
to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
region and will continue its milit- 
ary build-up around Iraq, De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney said 
Thursday. 

“The worst sin of all would be 
for us to deploy forces out there 
sufficient to get into trouble but 
not strong enough to deal with 
any eventuality that may arise.” 
he'told the International Institute 
of Strategic Studies in Hot 
Springs. Virginia. 

Cheney did not give a total 
number.' but said the U.S. de- 
ployment included over 100,000 
in Saudi Arabia, in nearby coun- 
tries and on U.S. warships in the 
tense region. 

Other - defence officials, who 
asked not to be identified, told 
Reuters Thursday that nearly 
100.000 U.S. marines, army 
troops and air force personnel 
were now in Saudi Arabia. That 
did not include about 35,000 
sailors and airmen on some 40 
warships in the Gulf, Red Sea, 
Gulf of Oman and Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Tbe U.S. military net around 
Iraq also includes more than 500 
air force and navy fighter jets and 
bombers. ■ — - 

Defence officials said last week 
that the United States, on orders 


from President George Bush, 
would have 150.000 troops on the 
ground in Saudi Arabia by mid- 
October. 

While Cheney's figure 
appeared to be conservative, it 
was the first public disclosure by a 
senior official of the size of tile 
biggest U.S. military build-up 
since the Vietnam war. 

“In about a month now we 
have deployed more than 100,000 
U.S. military personnel and their 
equipment to Saudi Arabia, the 
sunounding states, the ‘ Persian 
Gulfland the Red Sea,” be said in 
a speech. 

“Now, of course, we are begin- 
ning to move in. in a fairly sub- 
stantial way, the heavy ground 
forces we think are required to 
complete the deployment to cany 
out our mission” to protect Saudi 
Arabia and U.S. interests, he 
added. 

Asked if it was time to halt the 
build-up Cheney replied: “While 
each day that goes by we become 
more comfortable and confident 
of our capability to deal with any 
eventuality... I would argue that 
it is too soon as yet to do that.” 

He said it would, be up to 
military experts such as General 
Colin Powell, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and com- 
manders on the scene to decide 
when tbe build-up was big 
enough. 


Iraq to jail foreigners who 
violate residence laws 


NICOSIA (R) — Foreigners who 
keep their addresses secret or try 
to leave Iraq or Kuwait without 
an exit visa will be jailed. Iraq's 
justice minister said. 

Many Western men trapped in 
Kuwait are hiding and frequently 
changing their living places to 
avoid being rounded up by Iraqi 
troops and detained. 

Quoted by the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) Justice 
Minister 'Akrarn Abdul Qader 
said be was ordering all courts to 
implement strictly foreigners' re- 
sidence law. 

Under this law . foreigners who 
leave Iraq without informing the 
authorities can be jailed for life. 
Those who keep their residence 
secret can be sentenced to upto 
three years in prison. 

The minister's statement 
Thursday said foreigners must 
stare their place of residence in 
Iraq when applying for a visa and 
must not leave without obtaining 
an exit visa. Baghdad, when re- 
ferring to Iraqi territory, includes . 
Kuwait which it has declared its 
I9th province. 

“If they leave Iraq without an 
exit visa, they would be... jailed 


for life or temporarily, or their 
money would be confiscated,” 
tbe statement said. 

INA said foreigners should also 
inform tbe authorities within 48 
hours about any address changes. 

“Violators would be impris- 
oned for between one and three 
yeajrs and would be fined," the 
statement said. 

It added that foreigners should 
not visit, pass through or live in 
areas declared out of bounds for 
military, political or administra- 
tive reasons. 

The agency also referred to an 
Aug. 25 Iraqi decision that any- 
one who sheltered foreigners 
would be hanged. 

Many Western men have been 
rounded up and taken to vital ! 
installations in an attempt to de- 
ter attack by U.S. -led foreign 
troops based in the Golf. 

Western women and children 
have been told they can leave, 
once they have exit visas. 

Although non- Westerners also 
need visas by law. Asian refugees 
fleeing into Jordan have reported 
little if any attempt by Iraqi au- 
thorities there to check passports 
or enforce the visa requirement. 


Arabs’ 
freedom 
at stake 
in Gulf 

KHARTOUM fAP) — Sudan's 
military leader has warned that 
Arab countries could lose their 
freedom and oil resources because 
of the Western miiitaxy buildup in 
the Gulf. 

Omar Hassan Al Bashir reiter- 
ated Sudan’s rejection of the pre- 
sence of American and other 
Western military troops in the 
Gulf. 

“The Western military buildup 
in the Gulf area may end through 
various pretexts with Arabs los- 
ing their oil resources,” Bashir 
said. “It may even usurp tbe 
Arabs' rights of managing their 
own affairs.” 

Bashir was addressing a gather- 
ing of Sudanese scholars and 
politicians in Khartoum 
Thursday. 

Sudan is among a handful of 
Arab countries which have stood 
by Iraq since it took over Kuwait 
Aug. 2. 

Bashir said that the presence of 
Western forces near the holy Isla- 
mic places in Mecca and Medina, 
Saudi Arabia, “will provoke 
Muslim sentiments." 

He said that the foreign milit- 
ary buildup in the Gulf was not 
intended to protect Saudi Arabia 
but aimed at “serving its own 
interests and to change the 
geopolitical situation in the 
area.” 

The Sudanese leader vowed to 
continue his efforts to bring a 
peaceful solution to the crisis. 

Bashir also warned of the se- 
rious effects of the crisis on 
Sudan's faltering economy. 

He said that the increasing 
price of oil on the world market, 
the return of Sudanese expatri- 
ates from tbe Gulf and the possi- 
ble halt of financial aid from the 
Gulf would all affect the eco- 
nomy. 

Sudan’s oil import bill will 
jump up to S520 million from 
$300 milli on during this fiscal 
year. Bashir said. 

There are preliminary reports 
that Sudan has ofl reserves in the 
south, but all exploration 'has 
been halted because of a civil war 
in that region. 

“This will make us more deter- 
mined than any time before to 
produce our own oil,” Bashir 
said. 

Five thousand Sudanese ex- 
patriates have so far returned 
from the Gulf and 1,000 more are 
on their way home. Remittances 
sent home by expatriates' are one 
of the country's few sources of 
foreign currency. 

Sharon 
leaves on 
mystery 
Soviet trip 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Hous- 
ing Minister Ariel Sharon left for 
Moscow Friday on a previously 
unannounced visit and Israeli 
media said he would apparently 
examine buying ready-made 
homes for Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants. 

Sharon, dubbed “immigration 
tsar” because of his dunes in 
handling the influx, is the most 
senior cabinet member of tbe new 
right-wing government to visit 
Moscow. 

Sharon flew early Friday to 
Paris, where he was to board a 
flight to Moscow. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Gulf crisis will stop Arab aid 

PARIS (R) The Arab States will be enable to maintain aid to 

the world's poorest countries as long as Kuwait remains under 
Iraqi control and the threat of war hangs over the Gulf, The Saudi 
ambassador to France said on Friday. Addressing the United 
Nations c onfe re nce on least developed countries, Jamil Ai 
Hejaflan said: “As long as the aggressor is not mssuaded and 
legitimacy is not restored to Kuwait, the countries of the (Gulf) 
region would without a shadow of a doubt be unable to continue 
their aid.” HejaOan said the oil producing countries in OPEC had 
agreed temporarily to raise output to lessen the impact on both 
poor and developed countries of the Gulf crisis. Since Gulf 
states now had to give priority to the defence of their borders, he 
said other countries would have to make up the shortfall in 
assistance to poorer countries. 

Iran appeals for international help 

NICOSIA, (R) — Tehran appealed Friday for international aid to 
cope with a tidal wave of half a million refugees seeking to flee into 
Iran from Kuwait and Iraq. “So for various governments have 
relayed requests for (the transit of) about 500,000 people,” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mannchehr Mottaki said in an interview broadcast 
on Tehran Radio. Some 20,000 Pakistani refugees and smaller 
groups from other countries have passed through Iran but 
international help was needed for the expected flood, he said. 
Mottaki said the requests to help half a million refugees was “apart 
from facilities requested by the Soviet government for tbe transfer 
of its citizens.” He did not elaborate on the Soviet request, but 
Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Gennady Gerasimov said 
Thursday Moscow was very concerned about 6,000 Soviet citizens 
still in Iraq. The president of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, Cornetio Sommaruga, left Tehran Friday after talks 
that covered the refugee exodus. U.N. High Commissioner on 
Refugees Thorvald S to 1 ten berg discussed the subject in Tehran 
earlier this week. 

Iraq shuts down restaurants 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has ordered many restaurants to shut 
indefinitely as part of its efforts to save food in the face of a 
blockade, government officials said Friday. The order excludes 
the cheapest restaurants and snack bars but these are also dosing 
or limiting services because they cannot buy food. Iraq, subjected 
to international sanctions for its invasion of Kuwait, has intro- 
duced food rationing for its 18 million people. President Saddam 
Hussein said in a speech Wednesday that the blockade threatened 
thousands of children with starvation. “We were having lunch at a 
nearby restaurant when the owner came and said they were 
dosing his place," said a Baghdad customer Thursday. Another 
resident said he spent hours searching for an open restaurant in 
the capitaL 

PLO in Lebanon urges attacks on U.S. 

SIDON (R) — Officials from Lebanon-based factions of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) urged Arabs Friday to 
attack American interests to force U.S. troops out of the Golf. 
Several military commanders from various factions made the call 
at a joint news conference in the Ain Al Hflweh refugee camp east 
of Sidon. The offidals, who said they were speaking on behalf of 
the PLO leadership in South Lebanon, asked tbe Arab people to 
boycott U.S. goods. They called for blood donations to support 
the Palestinian nprismg in the Israeli-occupied territories and the 
people of Iraq, witnesses said dozens of young men later queued 
to give blood. PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat has not condemned 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait and has criticised the United 
Nations economic sanctions against Baghdad. 

U.S. helicopter overturns on landing 

SAUDI ARABIA (R) — Two U.S. marines were taken to 
hospital after, their helicopter oveifitrned while landing in .Saudi 
Arabia, a U.S. military statement said Friday. The AH-1W Super 
Cobra attack helicopter from the Marine craps air station in New 
River, North Carolina, was on a routine training mission 
Thursday evening about 30 miles from its undisclosed base in 
Saudi Arabia, it said. Hie pilot, Major Stephen Joseph of 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, suffered a minor back injury. The 
co-plot. Major George F. Ranowsky, also from Jacksonville, was 
under observation. The accident was the third reported by U.S. 
military authorities in Saudi Arabia since troops began deploying 
there in early August. No one has died. 

Turkey said to send warships to Gulf 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey is preparing to send two warships to the 
Gulf to help enforce U.N. economic sanctions against Iraq, Foreign 
Military sources said on Friday. They said the West German- 
designed Meko-dass frigates Faith and Turgut Reis were on 
standby at the Western naval port of Gulcuk. The 2,780-tonne 
vessels are armed with Harpoon surface-to-surface and sea Sparrow 
surface-to-air missiles. The sources said NATO-membcr Turkey 
bad earmarked between 4.500 and 5,000 troops which could join 
U.S.-dominated multinational troops in Saudi Arabia. Turkey, 
which has about 95.000 troops backed by tanks and surface-to-air 
missiles on its rugged southern border with Iraq, says it has no 
immediate plans to send ground forces. Parlament Wednesday 
empowered the government, for only the third time in the modem 
republic^ 67-year factory, to send forces abroad. Turkey has 
enforced U.N. sanctions against Iraq, a major trading partner 
before its Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

'Belgian hostages probably in Lebanon’ 

BRUSSELS (R) Four Belgian hostages kidnapped by a radical 
Palestinian group in 1987 are probably being held in Lebanon and 
are not thought to have been moved to Iraq, the Belgian Foreign 
Ministry said Friday. A spokesman for the family said Thursday 
that Foreign Minister Mark Eyskens had told relatives the four may 
have been moved to join other Western hostages in Iraq. But a 
ministry spokesman said this was incorrect. “The minister said they 
are probably in Lebanon but added that there was no certainty 
about _ this,' he told Reuters. Emmanuel Houtekins, his wife ■ 
Godelieve Kets and their children Valerie and Laurent were seized 
from a yacht in the Mediterranean by tbe Libyan-backed Fateh 
Revolutionary Council (FRC). 
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QAF, U.N. agencies 
organise relief training 


AMMAN (Petra) — Queen Alia 
Jordan's Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF) orga ni sed in cooperation 
with the United Nations Disaster 
and Relief Organisation (UN- 
DRO) and United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) the first workshop on 
managing relief works in 
emergency cases at Ai Nuzha 
Centre for Social Services. 

The workshop aims at training 
volunteers from different parts of 
the Kingdom on managing 
emergency camps and providing 
the basic services to these camps. 

The initiative for bolding such 
workshops comes after UNDRO 
and UNHCR decided to entrust 
QAF with oi^amsing a series of 
similar workshops for the availa- 
bility of technical and h uman 
resources. 

Hie 30 participants, who come 
from 14 government and public 
committees, foundations and 
commissions, were divided into 
three groups: the first win be 
responsible for management and 
coordination inside the camp; the 
second will be responsible for 
management and coordination 
between the camp and the found- 
ations and the committees outside; 
the third will be responsible for 
defining the needs and for future 
planning. 

U.N. experts, who are lectur- 


ing at the workshop, emphasised 
the importance of providing the 
camps with food and health sup- 
plies and stressed the need to 
preserve and store them prop- 
erly. 

They called for supervising the 
housing, nutrition and trans- 
portation operations as well as 
inspecting sanitary conditions and 
water and organising the public 
participation in relief operations. 

They also stressed the need to 
secure the various facilities and 
pointed out to the success of the 
refief works in emergency camps 
with the participation of local 
government and public institu- 
tions and international organisa- 
tions as well as the refugees them- 
selves. 

The participants in die work- 
shop will receive practical train- 
ing at AI Andalus evacuee camp 
which is managed by QAF, the 
Jordan Scouts and Guides Society 
and Save the Children Fund. 

UNDRO's emergency unit 
head said a team from UNDRO 
and UNHCR touted several of 
the evacuee camps to review the 
situation there and adopt the best 
policy in relief works. 

He expressed hope that the 
workshops will achieve their 
goals, particularly that QAF had 
provided all the requirements for 
that purpose. 


ALECSO head calls 
for battling illiteracy 


TUNIS (Petra) — Director 
General of the Arab League Edu- 
cational, Cultural and Scientific 
Organisation ALECSO Musarf 
AI Rawi said Friday that the 
battle with illiteracy was a multi- 
dimensional cultural battle, and 
called for galvanising political will 
and mass mobilisation to combat 
illiteracy in the Arab World. 

In an address on the eve of the 
“World Literacy Day” winch is 
celebrated today (Saturday), 
Rawi said that literacy rates were 
still below the expectations. 

“Although the illiteracy rates 
have dropped from 51 per cent in 
1985 to 44 per cent in 1989, the 
decrease rates are not prop- 
ortionate with the population 
growth in the Arab region,'’ Rawi 
said. 

He added that the absolute 
number of iifiteratesin the Arati 
World has risen from' 36 millidn 1 -’ 
in 1985 to 43 million in 1989, 
because of the big gap between 
the population growth and the 
decrease rates. 

Studies undertaken by ALEC- 
SO have shown a great disparity 
in illiteracy rates among the Arab 
countries, while the rate in Iraq is 
7.2 per cent, we find that it is 64 
per cent in Somalia. 

Rawi pointed out that the de- 
nsely populated countries have 
the highest illiteracy rates. In 


Egypt, for example, the rate is 45 
per cent, in Algeria it is 44.9, in 
Sudan it is 60.4 per cent, while in 
Morocco it is 66.6 per cent, 
according to 1985 statistics. 

Looking at these figures, one 
can conclude that there are 34 3 
edition Arab illiterates in Egypt, 
Sudan, Morocco and Algeria. 
They suffer more than others 
from severe problems, including 
foreign indebtedness. 

The lade of sufficient funds has 
precluded these countries from 
implementing their literacy prog- 
rammes. 

Rawi called on the Arab coun- 
tries to adopt binding resolutions, 
endorsed by die political lead- 
erships, making basic education a 
must for all children and adults by 
the year 2000. He stressed the 
seed for adopting comprehensive 
national ' campaigns, involving 
people from all walks of life in the 
planning and fund-raising proces- 
ses to combat illiteracy. 

Rawi reviewed the organisa- 
tion’s programmes and plans, in- 
cluding the proposed Arab fond 
for adult education and combat- 
ting illiteracy, the pan-Arab plan 
for combatting illiteracy and uni- 
versafismg primary education by 
the year 1995 and the pan-Arab 
Irfan for “education for all” by 
the year 2000. 


Jordan marks 
World Literacy Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Satur- 
day observes “World Literacy 
Day” with the Ministry of Educa- 
tion trying universalise basic 
education for ail people through 
regular education at schools and 
literacy and adult education cen- 
tres in the country. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Mohammad 
Ham dan stressed Jordan’s in- 
terest in providing education for 
all by the year 2000 and pledged 
Jordan’s continued efforts to 
eradicate illiteracy by that date. 

Ham dan said that this year’s 
anniv ersary was of a special import- 
ance since 1990 was declared by 
the United Nations the year for 
the eradication of illiteracy and 
for international cooperation to 
provide education for all by the 
year 2000. 

At present the country has 
more than 500 adult and literacy 
education centres designed to re- 
duce tiie present rate of illiteracy 
in the Kingdom from 22 per cent 
to a mere eight per cent by the 
end of the present century, 
according to Hassan AI Usta, 
director of academic education at 
the Ministry of Education. 


Usta said that adult and litera- 
cy education was started in 1965 
by the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment in a drive to eradicate 
illiteracy in Jordan. 

“The task was shifted in 1968 
to the Ministry of Education 
which introduced special prog- 
rammes for four-year and two- 
year courses at these centres in 
various regions, even in the badia 
areas of the country,” Usta said. 

He said so far 106,369 persons 
benefitted from the adult and 
literacy classes in Jordan, 

According to Usta, the total 
illiterate persons in the Arab 
World are estimated at 23 mil- 
lion, in addition to nearly eight 
million children under the school 
age. 

Usta said that the Arab League 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation, 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies in Jordan in addition to 
the United Nations Development 
Programme have together 
offered to finance educational 
projects in 61 villages. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled frorq monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Opes studio and workshop for artist Sarnia Zara displaying 
paintings, scriptures and hand-painted fabrics. Location: off 
inA Circle, opposite Rosenthal (9:30-1:30 and 3:30-6:30). 

* iwawiib displaying pasters on enviro nm e nt al control mea- 

sures of each sector of the environment (air, laud and water) at 
the British CoundL 

* Ardweo)ogfc*l entitled “AI Laifnn — a Roman 

frontier Fort” at the Registration and Research Centre of die 
Department of Authorities, Jahal Amm a n . 


* Art film entitled “Lift and Works of Plano” at Jordan 
National Gallexy — 540 pjn. 


Jordan worst hit by Gulf 
crisis — French minister 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — French junior 
minister for humanitarian ac- 
tion Bernard Kouchner said 
Friday that Jordan’s economy 
and society were worst hit by 
the fallout from the Gulf crisis 
and that the ongoing interna- 
tional relief effort was picking 
up pace to provide assistance 
to the Kingdom and ease “the 
human consequences of the 
crisis.” 

He told a press conference 
that h umani tarian considera- 
tions were very much lagging 
behind political decisions as 
evidenced by the “chaotic 
situation” of evacuees in 
Jordan. 

“There is a lot of dust, lack 
of water and facilities and lack 
of hope,” Kouchner said. 
“These are bard days for these 
people. Some evacuees stay for 
eight to twelve days,” the 
minfcrar added. 

Reviewing logistical con- 
tributions to ease the situation. 
Kouchner said Jordan needed 
“help to improve the airlift 
operations.” He said France 
would send a Jumbo jet Mon- 
day to fly evacuees directly 
from Amman to the Bang- 
ladeshi capital of Dhaka for a 
week. This will be followed 
with the dispatching of two 
Boeing 707 that would make 17 
round trips on a shift basis. 


The French minister, who 
met with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, said he 
understood “the particular 
condition” of Jordan and foe 
problems it is facing the deal- 
ing with the massive influx of 
evacuees escaping Kuwait and 
Iraq. 

“Ajpoor country like Jordan 
is facing a difficult economic 
and political situation. We sa- 
lute foe efforts of King Hussein 
and foe efforts of all Jordanian 
volunteers and organisations.** 

Commenting on his coun- 
try’s position vis-a-vis foe Gulf 
crisis and humanitarian aid for 
countries suffering its fallout, 
Kouchner said “this is one of 
foe better examples of the mix- 
ing of humanitarian action with 
politics. On the one hand we 
are very strict in fulfilling our 
obligation towards foe (Iraqi) 
withdrawal from Kuwait and 
the liberation of all the hos- 
tages, and on the other hand, 
and I say this from foe heart, 
we believe foe Arab people... 
must know that we are not 
forgetting them, but we will 
work with them and give them, 
not as charity but fraternity in 
these hard times,” he ex- 
plained. 

In answer to a question ab- 
out criticism levelled against 
United Nations organisation 
for their handling of the situa- 
tion in Jordan, Kouchner 


agreed that “humanitarian ac- 
tion came after foe political 
decision because of the parti- 
cularity of the situation." 

“...We did not discover, in 
time, the (depth) of foe prob- 
lem. It was not possible to 
work in Kuwait or Iraq. But 
even here in Jordan, wc were 
not so aware of foe magnitude 
of foe problem of 100,000 im- 
migrants. So we reacted too 
late. So you are right, (there 
was a) lack of organisation, 
especially on the pan of U.N. 
agencies,” the minister said. 
“Before my coming here I did 
not know what was going on." 

He said it was not enough to 
read newspapers and watch 
television to understand foe 
problem and that it was impor- 
tant to “be in touch with foe 
people, ... to be beside foe 
people, even if you are in 
disagreement with them.” He 
described this approach as 
“human politics.” 

However, the French minis- 
ter said that lack of coordina- 
tion in foe early stages of foe 
crisis was now changing. 
“Within three or four days, 
you will see fantastic changes 
in this country," he promised. 

He said that unfortunately, 
“foe poorest are the first vic- 
tims in a crisis. We were not 
cautious enough.” The mink , 
ter proposed asking Turkey, 
Syria and Iran to open their 
borders for people to cross/ 


Prince Hassan calls on 
U.N. to step up efforts 
to repatriate evacuees 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Hi ghne ss Crown Prince Hassan 
said Thursday that His Majesty 
King Hussein is doing bis best to 
brine about a settlement to the 
Gulf crisis. 

In a speech to foe U.S. ABC 
Network Prince Hassan empha- 
sised that the King’s recent Arab 
and European tour aimed at dif- 
fusing foe Gulf crisis and resolv- 
ing the problem resulting from 
foe influx of evacuees from Iraq 
and Kuwait, who became 
stranded in Jordan, within foe 
Arab context. 

The Prince pointed out foe 
estimates released by the U.N. 
Immigration Agency show that 
foe process of transporting foe 
evacuees could cost up to $46 
million and that “we couldn’t 
deal with more than 6,000 per- 
sons a day while we are facing a 
problem of dealing with more 


than a hundred thousand persons 
daily.” 

“We are facing a nightmare. 
We are raising foe issue directly 
with foe Iraqis and foe United 
Nations to convince these persons 
to stay in Kuwait and Iraq, should 
it be feasible from the human 
perspective, otherwise we are re- 
viewing the issue of providing 
them with necessary food supply 
and accommodation," he said. 

Prince Hassan made it dear 
that “our stockpiles are depleting 
our economy. He called on the 
U.N. to shoulder its responsibil- 
ity towards these evacuees, so 
that “Jordan won't be accused of 
abandoning a situation which has 
become tragic.” 

Prince Hassan emphasised that 
foe U.N. should undertake the 
task of repatriating these eva- 
cuees to their home countries. 
“There is an (obvious) negligence 
for these groups of Asians as 


attention was focused on Western 
subjects who are staying at hotels 
in Baghdad," he said in reply to a 
question. 

The Prince added that there is 
(clear) shortage in the interna- 
tional assistance offered in this 
connection. He said that catering 
for such a human task costs Jor- 
dan more than $20,000 a day and 
that Jordan has already disbursed 
$40,000 from is own resources. 

He made it clear that unless 
Jordan gets foe necessary assist- 
ance, which includes the supply 
of 300,000 daily meals, 300,000 
blankets and 300,000 tents, Jor- 
dan would find it difficult to 
provide foe necessary protection 
to evacuees as “our cities and 
hotels are thronged with them.” 

The Prince voiced hope that 
the world's attention would be 
focussed on repatriating foe eva- 
cuees to their home countries. 


Libyan envoy 

leaves for 
Saudi Arabia 


AMMAN (Petra) — Libyan en- 
voy Col. Mustafa AI Khairoubi 
Friday left for Saudi Arabia at foe 
end of a two-day official visit to 
Jordan daring which he met with 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and reviewed with 
him bilateral relations and foe 
recent developments in the Gulf 
region. ... 

. ; At a meeting held . Thursday, 
Prince Hassan stressed -the need 
for finding a peaceful solution 
to foe Gulf crisis, within foe Arab 
framework, to avoid an imminent 
military confrontation in the re- 
gion. 

The Crown Prince noted that 
such a solution should take into 
consideration the international 
laws and ensure the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from the region. 

Col. Khairoubi also briefed 
Prince Hassan on the role played 
by Libyan leader Muammar AI 
Qadhafi to heal the Arab rift, and 
stressed the need for cooperation 
with Jordan to achieve accord 
among the Arab brothers, to pre- 
vent the imperialist . forces from 
taking advantage of inter-Arab 
differences. 

Upon his arrival Thursday 
Khairoubi said he was conveying 
a message from the Libyan Presi- 
dent to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Kbarroubi is accompanied 
on his visit by an official Libyan 
delegation. 


CDD holds 
55 training 
courses in 
Balqa 


SALT (J.T.) — Civil Defence 
Department officers in the Bal- 
qa region have so for held 55 
training courses for 1,067 male 
and female citizens, training them 
on first aid, fire fighting, and 
rescue operations, according to 
Faleh AJ Gharaibeb, Balqa gov- 
ernor. 

Gharaibeh said that at present 
CDD was holding 525 training 
courses for men and women at 
schools, youth dubs and other 
centres. “In addition, the CDD is 
undertaking a wide scale cam- 
paign to orient the citizens on 
matters required from them dur- 
ing emergendes," Gharaibeh 
said. . 

CDD and local departments 
have carried out cleaning and 
maintenance campaigns at va- 
rious public shelters, tested the 
sirens and made other prepara- 
tions. At the same time training 
of the public in foe use of light 
arms was going ahead according 
to schedule at the People's Army 
centres throughout the govemo- 
rate. * 

In Ram t ha CDD has 

announced foe opening of five 
new training centres ana said that 

536 people had so far been 
trained on dvil defence work. 


Women, children moved from 
Ruweished to Amman camp 


AMMAN (Petra) — All evacuee 
women and children have been 
tranferred from evacuee camps in 
AI Ruweished area to Amm an 
International Fair Centre and AI 
Andalus evacuee camps near 


Amman, said Secretary-General 
of foe Interior Ministry Salameh 
Hammad. 

Hammad, who chairs foe eva- 
cuees’ welfare committee, told 
the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 


that this measure was taken within 

foe framework of Jordan's poli- 
cies aimed at redudng the eva- 
cuees’ suffering during their 
stay in foe desert. 


Indian politician appeals to international 
community to speed up evacuation process 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — No further delay 
could be tolerated in foe pro- 
cess of evacuating Indian 
nationals stranded in Kuwait, 
Iraq and Jordan, and foe Indi- 
an government should im- 
mediately launch moves to 
speed up foe process and seek 
to mobilise an international 
commitment to ensure the 
safety and smooth passage of 
The evacuees, a senior member 
.of foe Indian. Opposition Con-, 
gress (I) Party said Friday. 

The politician also said India 
recognised that Jordan was 
overburdened with foe massive 
influx of evacuees and issued 
an appeal to foe international 
community to speed up foe 
evacuation process and extend 
relief to evacuees passing 
through foe Kingdom. 

India should also arrange to 
send food and medicine and 
other relief supplies to foe esti- 
mated 145,000 Indians remain- 
ing in Kuwait regardless of the 
international sanctions against 
Iraq, which has proclaimed 
Kuwait as its 19th province 
after invading and annexing 
the Gulf emirate, said Eduardo 
Faleiro, who arrived here 
Thursday with a Congress (I) 
mandate to assess the process 
of evacuating Indians from 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

“We should send food and 
medicine to Iraq by ship and by 
air to feed our own people in 
Kuwait,” said Faleiro, who 
served as minister of state for 
external affairs in the Rajiv 
Gandhi government which 
stepped down last year. 


Reminded that such supplies 
will be in violation of what foe 
United States perceives as the 
terms of the international sanc- 
tions against Iraq, Faleiro said: 
“Our government should im- 
mediately launch an interna- 
tional effort to have the U.N., 
as well as the United States, 
clarify that the embargo does 
not cover food and medicine 
which mean humanitarian re- 
lief.” 

. . “The expatriate community 
will be foe first to suffer -be- 
cause of foe sanctions, and 
Indians form the bulk of foe 
expatriates in Kuwait,” he 
noted. “Nobody should die of 
starvation.” 

“Let (the American-led 
sanction impose rs in the Gulf 
and elsewhere) intercept foe 
.ship or plane carrying the sup- 
plies," he said. "That will 
bring foe entire issue into in- 
ternational focus, and, if any- 
thing, will accelerate efforts to 
find a solution to foe huma- 
nitarian element of the 
problem.” 

Faleiro, a member of parlia- 
ment from Goa, is accompa- 
nied by fellow Congress (I) 
parliamentarian T. Bashir 
from Kerala. They were re- 
ceived by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

“We are in total agreement 
with the perceptions of Jordan 
vis-a-vis the Kuwaiti crisis,” 
Faleiro told foe Jordan Times. 
“We do not condone Iraq's 
takeover and annexation of 
Kuwait, but at foe same time 
we also believe that foe inter- 
national outcry and moves 
a g ainst Iraq, particularly in foe 


context of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions, should 
also be directed at Israel, 
which has defiantly refused to 
implement U.N. resolutions on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict." 

This does not mean, Faleiro 
stressed, that “we are diluting 
our opposition to foe Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. But we 
believe that foe international 
community should apply the 
same yardstick to measure foe 
KuWaiti crisis as well as Israel’s ■ 
’occupation of Arab terri- . 
tones." 

Faleiro and Bashir, who flew 
into Baghdad Friday afternoon 
for a “firsthand look at the 
situation of Indians in Iraq, 
and if possible, in Kuwait,” 
visited the Iraqi-Jordanian bor- 
der post of Ruweished where 
at least 15.000 Indians are 
among 60,000 evacuees held 
back at deseit camps awaiting 
their turn to come into Amman 
to take homeward flights. 

“We have seen the suffering 
of our people in foe camps," 
said Faleiro. "There should no 
longer be any delay whatsoev- 
er on foe part of our govern- 
ment to launch an all-out effort 
to speed up the evacuation. At 
foe rate the process is going 
today, it would take months 
before people are evacuated." 

For instance, he said, “we 
were told that it takes 18 hours 
for foe 360-kiJometre trip from 
the border post to Amman. 
This is inhuman. Some of these 
people have spent as many as 
10 days in foe desert camp 
under miserable, sub-human 
Hving conditions." 

“This is not acceptable," be 


said. “We realise that the gov- 
ernment and foe embassy here 
have done a great deal but it is 
simply inadequate and meagre 
when seen in light of the mag- 
nitude of foe problem." 

In addition, he suggested 
that Arabic-speaking Indian 
officials be assigned at foe AI 
Ruweished post and other 
camps for Indian evacuees in 
Amman. “There is a com- 
munication gap, and this could 
only, be addressed by Arabic 
speakers,” he said. 

According to Faleiro. “there 
is a pressing urgency for eva- 
cuating our people,” bnt he 
declined to specify what foe 
pressing reason was. However, 
his comment indicated that he 
was aware of foe rising tension 
among Kuwaiti resistance, Ira- 
qi soldiers and Palestinian ex- 
patriates in Kuwait which, 
according to some sources ac- 
cessible to the Jordan Times, 
could herald a major outburst 
of violence soon. 

At a later stage in the inter- 
view, Faleiro said that “there is 
a great danger of foe Gulf crisis 
turning into a conflict with 
global dimensions and every 
effort should be made to avert' 
such an eventuality.” 

Faleiro reaffirmed his par- 
ty’s position, which is identical 
with the stand of foe Indian 
government, that foe problem 
should be resolved in a region- 
al context. “We also agree with 
the Jordanian viewpoint that 
foe presence of foe great pow- 
ers has turned foe situation 
very critical and explosive,” he 
said. “We support article 4 of 
U.N. Resolution 660 (conde- 
mning Iraq for its takeover of 


Kuwait) and believe in the 
effective role of the Arab 
league to resolve the 
problem.” 

The parliamentarian, 
however, said, “the promises 
of speedy evacuation by planes 
and ships made by (Indian 
Foreign Minister Inder 
Kumar) Gujral after his visits 
to Iraq and Kuwait (in the 
third week of August) have not 
been fulfilled in full." 

The Indian government has 
“also failed totally to mobilise 
the international community to 
realise and appreciate foe grav- 
ity of the problem and to en- 
sure foe smooth movement of 
people towards their homes." 

Faleiro said he recognised 
that Jordan was straining 
under the massive burden im- 
posed on it by foe evacuation 
process and called on all coun- 
tries, particularly those of the 
Indian sub-continent, the Phi- 
lippines and Thailand, to step 
up their efforts to speed up foe 
departure of their nationals 
from Jordanian soil. 

“The international commun- 
ity should also realise the mag- 
nitude of foe problem." he 
added. “Everyone, whether 
Asian, European or American, 
has a responsibility to ensure 
that this human tragedy be 
addressed properly with all 
help that could be extended." 

“Jordan, which has its own 
economic problems, should 
not be left alone to share the 
burden, and all international 
agencies and organisations 
should step forward with all 
sincerity and honesty to deal 
with the situation," he said. 


Vocational 
training 
offered to 
job-seekers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Voca- 
tional Training Corporation will 
be offering special training 
courses to students who had com- 
pleted foe 10th grade, as well as 
other courses for those complet- 
ing foe seventh grade, according 
to VTC Director-General Ahmaa 
Atwan. 

He said that two-year training 
courses would be offered to stu- 
dents completing at least the 10th 
grade, and one-year training 
courses will be offered to those 
completed foe 7th grade. 

The new courses will start as of 
this year, Atwan said. 

He noted that foe corporation 
would hold special training 
courses for trainers and super- 
visors and short term courses of 
six months to workers with li- 
mited skills. 

He said special training would 
be provided to those wishing to 
change their vocations, and for 
job-seekers. These short tenn- 
couises are in line with foe gov- 
ernment’s policy to train job- 
seekers in areas like industrial 
sewing, hotel services, bakeries, 
truck driving and sales . 


ADC stages protest against 
U.S. policy in Middle East 


By Sahnr Qara’een 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab- Amer- 
ican Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee Amman chapter members 
together with foe graduates of 
United States universities and 
their families in Jordan demons- 
trated Thursday at the American 
embassy to express dissatisfaction 
with and bewilderment at United 
States government policy of 
starving the Iraqi children as a 
means of waging war. and the 
U.S. donble standard of applying 
the United Nations resolutions in 
the Middle East. 

While the U.S. is exerting 
pressure on Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait, it is ignoring foe 
United Nations Resolution 242 
which calls for foe Israeli with- 
drawal from the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The number Of demonstrators 
was estimated to be around two 
hundred persons, including 
businessmen and professionals in 
Jordan. 

The head of ADCs Amman 
chapter, Nidal Sukhtian, trans- 
mitted foe demonstrators* feel- 

togs to the American Deputy 
Chief of Mission in Amman Pat- 
rick Theros. He said that he “felt 
a softer position being taken by 


foe American government away 
from foe harsh British stand of 
Mrs. Thatcher.” 

He added that Theros ex- 
plained that "the U.S. govern- 
ment is cooperating with foe Un- 
ited Nations on implementing the 
details of foe humanitarian side 
of foe U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq, and working to find ways 
and means of allowing food and 
medicine into Iraq.” 

Asked why the U.S. is blocking 
any negotiations with Iraq, which 
could diffuse tensions and war 
possibilities, Theros answered 
that “the U.S. will negotiate with 
Iraq after it declares acceptance 
of the U.N. Resolution 661,” 
comparing it to Israel’s accept- 
ance of the U.N. Resolution 
242." 

Sukhtian told foe Jordan Tunes 
Thursday that according to Ther- 
os “the U.S. had no position on 
foe Iraqi-Kuwaiti border dispute 
before, and would like to leave it 
to foe disputing parties them- 
selves to sort it out once the U.N. 
resolution is accepted." The 
U.N. Resolution 661 calls for the 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. 

When the Jordanian delega- 
tions expressed its discontent at 
U.S. apathy towards foe Palesti- 
nian problem, the numerous 


U.N. resolutions regarding foe 
occupied territories, foe repatria- 
tion of foe Palestinian people and 
withdrawal of the Israeli forces 
from the occupied territories, 
Theros drew the delegation’s 
attention to the U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker's statement to 
the Senate Wednesday, in which 
he emphasised the necessity of 
addressing the Palestinian plight 
and the U.N. resolutions con- 
cerning foe Arab-Israeli conflict. 

In his statement to the Senate, 
Baker also emphasised that foe 
Palestinian issue should be 
addressed by the U.S. govern- 
ment and is on its agenda. 

Concerning the unfair treat- 
ment of Jordan an the pressure 
the U.S. is applying against Jor- 
dan, Theros said “the U.S. is. 
considering extending help to 
Jordan since it is sticking to the 
U.N. sanctions.” But he added 
that “it will take a while because 
of the understandable Ted tape.” 

Commenting on press reports 
released on His Majesty King 
Hussein’s visit to foe U.S., Ther- 
os said foe reports were unfair 
and confirmed that King Hussein 
was met with all due respect by 
President Bush, adding that the 
press claims were “unfounded." 
Theros also clarified that the de- 


lay in foe Bush-Hussein meeting 
came upon the request of His 
Majesty King Hussein to allow 
for foe time difference and to give 
His Majesty time to recover from 
jetlag. 

It was made clear by the de- 
legation that the demonstrators 
were disappointed by foe U.S. 
policy regarding the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti conflict, and angered by 
foe hypocritical reaction of foe 
U.S. regarding this situation and 
foe U-5- intention of starving 
millions of innocent Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti people, including women 
and children. 

The demonstrators expressed 
their surprise at the American 
people's acquiescence with this 
policy which “contradicts the 
ideology of human rights and 
other values extolled by Jeffer- 
son, Washington and Lincoln.” 

Theors, according to Sukhtian, 
promised to convey the demon- 
strators' message through the 
appropriate channels to foe U.S. 
government. Theros confirmed to 
the delegation that foe U.S. had 
no intention of waging war 
against Iraq, saying “we are there 
only to protect Saudi Arabia." 

He denied allegations that the 
U.S. policy is conducted by the 
British or by Mrs. Thatcher. 
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A possible watershed! 

THE HELSINKI summit between Gorbachev and Bosh 
Sunday could very well be the watershed that would 
determine whether war will break out in the Middle East or 
that a peaceful settlement of the Golf crisis will be found. It 
is a foregone conclusion that without a green light from 
Moscow, Washington would think a thousand times before 
opting for a military confrontation with Iraq. This is true 
even though the stature of the Soviet Union as a superpower 
has diminished tremendously of late under the leadership of 
Gorbachev. Accordingly, the eyes of the world are focusing 
on the Soviet Union and on which way it chooses to play its 
cards in the Middle East. Uppermost on the mind of the 
Gorbachev is where his country is going to end up at the end 
of tunnel when the crisis is finished and done with. With 
Washington working feverishly to reestablish some kind of 
Western oriented military alliance in the Middle East and all 
the Arab countries supportive of Washington firmly on the 
side of military escalation and military showdown, Moscow 
will be out in the cold should Washington decide to launch 
an attack against Iraq. 

Washington is now trying to strengthen its hold on the 
Middle East and that would leave the Soviet Union and Its 
strategic interests out on a limb. This is perhaps how 
Gorbachev would see the situation when he meets with bis 
U.S. counterpart. For Moscow knows very well that it is 
more likely than not to end up without any friends strategic 
or otherwise if war breaks out in the Gulf. Doubtless 
Gorbachev does not expect Egypt or Saudi Arabia or the 
other Gulf states or even Syria which are all now committed 
to the Western cause to give his country any preferential 
treatment when the dust settles down in the Middle East. 
That is why the Soviet leader most be very careful with his 
calculations lest he and his country lose the remaining few 
footholds that it still has in the Arab World. Thus far the 
signals from Moscow are contradictory. At the outset, 
Moscow encouraged the U.S. to take the law into its own 
hands by consenting to the string of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions recently adopted on the Gulf conflict. Then it 
appeared to back up a bit when it voiced a belated concern 
about the U.S: buildup in the Gulf region sensing for the 
first time that the Western massive military presence in the 
area poses a real threat to its vital strategic interests and 
security. Whatever chessgame Gorbachev is playing in the 
Middle East, the door is open for Moscow to make a lasting 
impact on the area. We hope it will be a positive one. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily ou Friday drew a contrast between the 
attitudes of the Jordanian leadership and media and those of the 
other Arab countries benefitting from the present crisis in the 
Golf. Jordan has always refused to become an opportunist nor did 
it ever direct its policies in a manner to serve its own selfish 
interests 31 the expense of the higher Arab interests, said the 
paper. Never has Jordan accepted tbe role of a witness to a 
conspiracy designed to do barm to the Arab nation and its future 
generations, said the paper. Since the outbreak of the Gulf crisis. 
King Hussein, the Jordanian government and media rose above 
ail petty issues and ignored hostile campaigns being waged against 
the Kingdom by certain Arab states, said the paper. No word of 
insult or calumny was uttered by Jordanian leaden against the 
Arab states which have been involved in a hostile campaign 
against Jordan and its leadership; and the newspapers of the Arab 
countries are still allowed to be sold in Jordan despite their 
center is that pour criticism and attack on the country, said the 
paper. In contrast. Arab countries had banned Jordanian news- 
papers and took a very b'otile attitude towards Jordan which 
adepts a national stand with regaiJ to the Gulf crisis, and refuses 
to benefit from cheap moments that could satisfy self-interests, 
the paper continued. Jordan’s leadership, people and media can 
never compromise on national interests and can only ridicule any 
ansrnpts that are intended to divert the country from its present 
national course, the paper said. 

^ i • r! A! Ra’i daily, columnist Khaled Mahadeen said thanks 
to the present Gulf crisis, the Arab masses have finally discovered 
these treacherous elements lingering within their ranks. The Gulf 
crisis has finally removed the false masks that used to conceal 
certain faces among Arab leaders, and has opened the eyes of the 
Arab people to the real facts about the situation in their region, 
says Mahadeen. Thanks to the Iraqi heroes since their moves 
heiped to reveal the secret names found in George Bush's books 
and ledgers years before he became president, says the writer. It 
w-as only due to Iraq's move in the Gulf that the Arab masses have 
finally beer, erieo the chance to differentiate between tbe true and 
the false Ara'bs and to realise for sure tbe identity of those leaders 
who continue to need American and British forces to provide 
:hsffi with prole Aon from their own people, the writer continues. 
He says that the image presented by the Western media about the 
Arabs nowadays in genera! is shameful, and one that speaks of 
them as people without any dignity as they call for the rebirth of 
the age of colonialism. This has come about, says the writer, due 
to the presence of certain Arab leaders who continue to appeal to 
the invaders and the foreign forces to come to tbe Arab land and 
call on them to destroy Iraq and burn the Iraqi people. But. says 
the writer - . despite seeb ill calls, Washington and London realise 
that an aggression on Iraq is not a bed of roses, and that war could 
destroy their own interests and their Arab agents in the region 
altogether. 

AI Ehetonr daily launches a severe attack on British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher who is keeping up a crusade against 
Iraq and is maintaining its repeated calls for the use of force to 
bring down the regime of Saddam Hussein. The paper said that 
Thatcher’s beating of the drums of war can by no means bring fear 
to the Arabs who had overthrown the British empire when it 
jaenched its 1956 aggression on them. We would like to see 
> nateber explain the real reasons behind her crusade against Iraq, 
and the Arabs at large as perhaps it could convince one person of 
her views, said the paper. The days of colonialism can never 
return, said the paper. 



The 1990 Gulf crisis: A scenario of how and why 


HOW was it that Iraq behaved 
the way it did and ended, up 
occupying Kuwait? Just as im- 
portantly is the question; how 
i$ it that Kuwait, in the months 
prior to its invasion, on Aug. 2. 
1990. also behaved the way it 
did? I want to ask ”who stands 
to benefit from the behaviour 
of these two parties m the way 
they behaved?” And finally 
comes the question as to 
whether both. Iraq and 
Kuwait, though for different 
reasons, were drawn unwit- 
tingly to behave the way they 

For a long time now the 
West, and in particular the 
United States, have been 
known to be drawing up 
alternative scenarios and plans 
as to ways whereby the sources 
of oil in the Middle East can 
come under their direct influ- 
ence. The matter became of 
utmost importance in the wake 
of the 1973 October war and 
the quadrupling of the price of 
oil in a very short time. In 
addition to the price of oil. and 
just as importantly remains the 
matter of a steady un- 
threatened supply: Supply that 


should not be left to the w him 
or whimsy of this or that par- 
ticular sheikh, regime, 
OAPEC or even the OPEC oil 
cartel. Western civilisation, in- 
deed the entire economy of the 
world depended on oil. Ques- 
tions as to tbe propriety of 
leaving oil supplies, the very 
life line of modern civilisation 
in tbe hands of shaky sheikhs 
became of immediate concern 
and worry to Western plan- 
ners. 

It was thus that from around 
the mid nineteen seventies that 
several alternative scenarios as 
to how to control not only oil 
price, but also oil supplies in a 
steady manner, began to be 
contemplated. These scenarios 
had as their background, of 
course, tbe various Western, 
especially American doctrines 
issued against possible 
attempts by tbe Soviet Union 
to make a dash for the oil fields 
of the Middle East. 

in his book, the Kingdom. 
1981. P.5. Robert Lacey 
speaks of Saudi Arabia in a 
most unsympathetic manner. 
At one point he says. “It is a 
power of astonishing fragility. 


The USSR could invade Saudi 
oil fields tomorrow. So. of 
course could the USA, and 
contingency planners of both 
sides of the iron curtain reg- 
ularly update their scenarios 
for doing precisely that. But 
each super power holds back 
from the grab through fear of 
the other...” Is it possible that 
the United State, now that the 
Soviet Union has collapsed as a 
political and economic power. 

engineered precisely that? And 
this in view of the American 
presidential declarations com- 
mencing with F.D. Roosevelt 
through Eisenhower. Nixon, 
Carter and later Reagan that 
the oil region of the Gulf is a 
vital interest of tbe United 
States that it would "defend” 
at all costs. 

It is against this background 
that began formulating the 
theory that tbe whole affair 
was staged, produced and ex- 
ecuted with forethought and 
foreplan. It was at precisely the 
moment that the Iran-Iraq war 
ended that the facet of anti- 
Arab. and in particular anti- 
Iraqi hate campaign was com- 
menced. Silence, indeed en- 


couragement to Iraq was main- 
tained throughout the war 
years with Iran. Once that en- 
ded the campaign to cause Iraq, 
to behave the way it did by 
invading Kuwait was com- 
menced. American planners, 
adept in attitndmal studies, and 
well versed in the history and 
the nature of tbe Iraqis and 
their leadership and tempera- 
ment designed the campaign 
against that country in such a 
fashion that it was lured to 
behave exactly the way it did. 

On the other side, though 
for different reasons and 
motivations, tbe Kuwaitis were 
baited to behave exactly tbe 
way they did. Otherwise bow 
can one explain their treatment 
of the Iraqi complaints — 
whether true or not — against 
them? The Kuwaitis have tra- 
ditionally been well known to 
be not only careful but vefy 
moderate and calculating in 
their approach to things, why 
did they ignore tbe Iraqi com- 
plaints. again whether true or 
false, against them? They 
knew that Iraq was undergoing 
a terrible economic crisis. They 
knew that Iraq has just 


emerged from a bloody con- 
flier, which cost nearly a mu- 
lion lives dead, wounded and 
maimed. They knew that en- 
tire Iraqi towns and villages 
were totally devastated; and 

they knew of Iraq’s historical 
dams to their country. Why, 
with their cool beadedness, 

business acumen and wise 

leadership did they ignore tbe 
angry tiger next door? What 
induced them to do that? Who 
gave them the impression that 
they cannot be invaded? And 
why? 

This does not emanate from 
a conspiratorial mentality in as 
much as it does from a realistic 
assessment of facts. Conclu- 
sion borne out and substanti- 
ated by the events of the past 
few days. Secretary of State 
James Baker already let the cat 
out of tbe bag when he de- 
clared that Western troops, 
would not be leaving the re- . 
gjon for a long time while also 
emphsising the need to con- 
dude a regional defence pact 
to legitimise that presence. 

How else could the United 
States establish military bases 
in the region, and not against 


the will of foe people of the 
area, but with the request and 
active consent of some of 
them. The United States has 
military bases in most areas of 
the wrold except in this most 
vital Middle East region. The 
way foe scenario unfolded, the 
West has not only foe Islamic 
blessings through Saudi Arabia 
and Morocco also Arab 
nationalist blessings through 
Syria and Egypt. It is thus that 
it is entering tbe region 
through the widest of posable 
gates and with a red catpet 
unfolding before it. 

If tins scenario is correct in 
its assessment, then a military 
confrontation between Iraq 
and foe West becomes not only 
unnecessary, but down right 
stupid. For, on the other hand, 
should Iraq be somehow rolled 
track or defeated, the need for 
Western troops in foe area 
would not be apparent. In such 
a scenario, should it be true, 
foe West needs Iraq to remain 
where it is as foe continuously 
threatening "big bad wolf’ of 
the neighbourhood whose in- 
habitants need Outride protec- 
tion. 


Shevardnadze visit breaking 
the Soviet-Japan stalemate? 


By Irene Kunii 
Reuter 

TOKYO — A tiny duster of 
barren islands in the North Paci- 
fic, governed by Moscow but 
claimed by Tokyo, still blocks 
rapid improvement in Soviet- 
Japanese relations despite high- 
level talks with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Shevardnadze, winding up a 
Tokyo visit on Friday, offered no 
speedy solution to foe territorial 
dispute that has kept bilateral 
relations, and a formal World 
War II peace treaty, on hold since 
Soviet troops overran foe four 
islands in 1945. 

But Japanese experts said they 
saw some progress in Shevard- 
nadze’s remark that tbe islands 1 
formed the “most difficult but 
most important” aspect of a 
peace treaty, one that should be 
dealt with while bilateral rela- 
tions advance overall. 

Analysts also said Toky o would 
have to make the next move if it 
wants further progress when 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev makes a historic visit to 
Japan next April. 

“Shevardnadze said the islands 
issue should be included in an 
overall resolution of bilateral 
problems.” said Tokyo Universi- 
ty’ Professor Haruki Wada, citing 
points of progress. 

“The Soviet Union is saying 
this clearly and it's also calling on 
Japan to make a decision.” said 
the Soviet expert. 

Japan has refused to improve 
economic relations with Moscow 
until it regains foe islands that 
stretch northeast of its main 
northern island of Hokkaido. Tbe 
nearest is 10 miles from Japan's 
shores. 

Tokyo claims the islands on the 
grounds of first settlement while 
Moscow says the wartime Yalta 
agreement gives it control over all 
the Kurile Islands in tbe North 
Pacific. Japan maintains tbe four 
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Eduard Shevardnadze 

islands are not part of the Kurile 
chain. 

A senior foreign ministry’ offi- 
cial said Japan was changing its 
approach by offering to expand 
cultural and technical coopera- 
tion in ten areas while work 
continues on a peace treaty. 

Shevardnadze said on Friday, 
however, that his government 
saw no significant shift in Japan's 
position. 

“It's always been all (foe is- 
lands) or nothing (in re rum)," he 
told a news conference before 
leaving Japan. 

Shevardnadze indicated his 
side was prepared to compromise 
on foe territorial issue “but only 
in foe spirit of rational dialogue." 

“If Japan wants to solve foe 
dispute it will have to be prepared 
to co mpromise.” said Soviet ex- 
pen Wada. “The bureaucrats will 
no: be able to. so it will be up to 
foe (ruling) Liberal Democratic 
Party. " 

He said former Foreign Minis- 
ter Shin taro Abe. who visited 
Moscow last spring to press far a 
breakthrough, would likely play a 
key role in a compromise plan 
that could see Japan agreeing to 
joint administration of tbe islands 


or a return of two of the group of 

fouT. 

“Abe wants to be the uext 
prime minister and negotiating a 
compromise would help him 
along.” Wada said. 

Hiroshi Kimura. a Soviet ex- 
pert at Hokkaido University, said 
the four islands bad little econo- 
mic value or strategic importance 
as foe Soviet military threat de- 
clined. 

“I believe when he comes Gor- 
bachev will propose withdrawal 
of troops from the islands, offi- 
cially acknowledge the territorial 
dispute, and offer to give back 
two islands.” 

In 1956 Moscow offered to 
return foe two islands closest to 
Japan — Shikotan and Habomai 
— and to negotiate the return of 
Etorofu and Kunashiri after con- 
clusion of a peace treaty. Japan 
rejected the offer. 

Another foreign ministry offi- 
cial close to the negotiations 
ruled out a big breakthrough next 
April when Gorbachev arrives as 
the first Soviet leader to visit 
Japan. 

“We don't expect to solve the 
territorial problem in foe first 
summit meeting next year,” tbe 
Asahi newspaper tjuotcd foe offi- 
cial as saying. “But well start a 
process by which Gorbachev will 
come here first and then foe 
Japanese prime minister will go 
to Moscow.” 

Political and business leaders 
are also beginning to clamour for 
a resolution of the dispute as the 
Soviet Union warms to Western 
Europe and foe United States. 

Shm Kanemaru, a high-profile 
powerbroker in the ruling LDP. 
said recently Japan should agree 
to foe return of foe two islands 
Moscow offered in 1956. 

Eiji Suzuki, head of the 
Keidanren group of business 
leaders, warned this week that 
Japan was being "left behind" by- 
insisting foe island issue be re- 
solved. 
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Gulf crisis deals severe blow to East bloc economic reform 


By Stephen Jukes 
Reuter 

LONDON — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein has unwittingly 
dealt a blow to Eastern European 
economic reform, tying the bands 
of foe region's governments and 
Western aid partners alike. 

Soaring world oil prices will hit 
hard in East Bloc states depen- 
dent upon imports and at the 
same time limit foe cash available 
in the West to help the reformist 
process it applauded so enthusias- 
tically before the Gulf crisis 
broke. 

“The Gulf crisis has posed a 
major problem for Eastern 
Europe.” said Mike Barry. o2 
analyst at Research Group Ener- 
gy Market Consultants Ltd. in 
Loadon. “It couldn’t have come 
at a worse possible time.” 

Finance ministers from Eastern 
Europe are expected to step up 
pressure for additional Western 
aid at the end of this month 
during the annua! meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank in 
Washington. 

But with Western budgets 


under increasing strain from the 
faK-out of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. East European nations 
may have to resign themselves to 
a long haul without extra help in 
foe transition from communist 
economics to tbe free market. 

Since tbe spectacular collapse 
of foe communist order in East- 
ern Europe last year, the region’s 
newly elected governments have 
sought to shake off the 40-year 
legacy of central planning and 
switch to Western-style free mar- 
kets. 

Bor the Golf oil crisis has hit 
Eastern Europe at its most 
vulnerable — in tbe middle of foe 
transition before a fully de- 
veloped modern economy is in 
place to absorb tbe shock. 

The Soviet Union — the 
world's largest oil producer — 
will benefit from the S10 a -barrel 
price rise since tbe Aug. 2 Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait, but nations 
such as Poland. Hungary. 
Czechoslovakia. Bulgaria and 
Romania cave alreadv been hit 
hard 

Tbe London-based investment 
bask Credit Suisse First Boston 
ICSFB) has calculated that each 
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five dollar increase in tbe price of 
oil could add about three billion 
dollars a year to foe import bill of 
the economies of Eastern 
Europe. 

Bat the bank also cautions 
against relying too heavily on 
such gloomy “back of tbe en- 
velope - arithmetic, not least be- 
cause energy demand in Eastern 
Europe could well be faffing fast 
as economies deteriorate and in- 
dustrial production plunges. 

The region, almost totally de- 
pendent on imported oil. was in 
any case heading for an energy 
crunch. But not so soon. 

Moscow* bad already served 
notice it was going to charge for 
its oil supplies in hard currency at 
world prices from next January 1, 
abandoning its system of barter 
and subsidised sales. 

Even before tbe Gulf crisis 
broke, it was clear that the Soviet 
Union was facing production 
problems and would no longer be 
able to supply Eastern Europe 
nations with aD its oil needs. 

Some East European nations 
had been able to cushion tbe 
impact by signing barter agree- 
ments with Iraq to take oil in 


payment for weapons supplied 
during the Gulf war with Iran. 

But now Iraqi supplies have 
dried up and Eastern Europe is 
having to pay for some off in hard 
currency at sharply higher prices 
as markets posh towards S30 per 
barrel. 

“The oil price rise win add to 
foe already serious problems 
Eastern Europe was confront- 
ing.” said Jim Roflo, economist at 
tbe London-based Royal Inxtitntc 
of International AfXaus. 

Despite a meeting with Soviet 
officials in Warsaw last week. 
Hungary. Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany and Poland failed to 
persuade Moscow to raise sup- 
plies to make up for the shortfall 
which some economists believe 
coukf be as high as 30 per cent. 

But foe problems stem not just 
from off; 

— Crowding out. Attempts to 
support tbe transition from com- 
munism to capitalism had domin- 
ated foe Western political agenda 
for 12 months before foe Gulf 
crisis broke. Now tbe focus has 
abruptly switched, with new de- 
mands on budgets raising fears in 
Eastern Europe that the region 


wfll be temporarily forgotten. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has sent Secretary of State James 
Baker and Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady bn a world tour to 
seek support for Washington's 
military ferild up in the Gulf. The 
“peace dividend” many Western 
nations had been looking forward 
to at the end of the cold war has 
suddenly evaporated. 

New aid priorities have 
emerged. European Communi ty 
foreign ministers will on Friday 
discuss posable help for “front 
fine’* countries such as Egypt and 
Jordan suffering from tbe U.N. 
trade embargo against Iraq. Bush 
is also planning to forgive Cairo’s 
seven billion dollars of military 
debt to the United States. 

— World recession. Mon etar y 
officials say the IMF and World 
Bank are taking a fairly sanguine 
view of foe impact of the crisis 
and believe a $25 to 530 oil price 
couM cut growth in the industrial- 
ised world by 0.5 to 0.75 of a 
percentage point. 

But even if a world recession 
can be avoided, a contraction in 
growth will make life more diffi- 
cult for Eastern Europe at a time 



Saddam Hussein 

when it is trying to restructure 
industry and increase hard cur- 
rency earnings by exporting more 
to the West. 

Debt. A major rise in in- 
terest rates to keep lid on oil- 
driven inflation would add to foe 
burden of servicing Eastern 
Europe's $100 billion of debt. So 
for, with the United States, Cana- 
da and Britain alreadv close to 
recession, there has been no 
across-the-board move to tighten 
policy in response to any oil-fed. 
surge in inflation. 
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Jordan observes sanctions 


{Continued from page 1) 

con of... training our pilots they have 
been trained in Iraq because it is 
affordable and here it is not. 

“If the French or the British or the 
Americans would warn to give our 

pilots that opportunity we are more 
than happy to send them,” he de- 
clared. 

China said Thursday that Iraq 
should be given food and medi- 
cine on humani tarian grounds. 


Earlier Thursday, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Li Jinhua said Ramadan's visit 


was at the request of the Iraqi 
government but refused to state 


its purpose. 
However. 


but pressed a visiting Iraqi envoy 
to quickly withdraw his country’s 


troops 


% 


from Kuwait, 
official Xinhua news agen- 
said Chinese Vice Premier Wu 
ueqian met with Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan on Thursday. Iraq's 
official news agency said Rama- 
dan's visit was to fliyu ss in- 
creased bilateral assistance. 
Xinhua did not mention aid. 


but said Ramadan presented 
Iraq's position cm the Gulf crisis. 

Wu **~ 1 *--— — v— 


Wu reiterated China's opposition 
to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and 
urged a withdrawal “as soon as 
possible," but also opposed the 
use of force by superpowers. 

Wu also expressed support for 
mediation efforts by Arab coun- 
tries and the United Nations. 


iowever, she said the U.N. 
resolution establishing economic 
sanctions against Iraq clearly ex- 
empts “supplies intended strictly 
for medical purposes and food- 
stuffs for humanitarian pur- 
poses." 

Her remarks appeared to indi- 
cate that Chin a was willing to 
provide food for Iraq, with which 
it has strong ties. China sold Iraq 
billions of dollars worth of 
weapons during the Iran-Iraq 
war, while also selling arms to the 
Iranians. 

Grina voted in favour of the 
U.N. Security Council's resolu- 
tion imposing the embargo 
against Iraq. Beijing pledged to 
abide by the U.N. sanctions, 
winch include a ban on arms 
sales. 

However, Beijing was reluc- 
tant in its support of a later 
resolution allowing foreign pow- 
ers to use military force to en- 
force the embargo. 


Europarliamentarians 


(Continued from page 1) 

accept its responsibilities. We 
are in favour of international 
economic aid .being given to 
the area, in particular to 
Egypt, Syria, Turkey and 
Jordan." ‘ 

Grampian dismissed charges 
that Ionian may be breaking 
tiie embargo by allowing: Iraqi 
oh tank ers to enter Jordan by 
saying that the oil represented 
“a repayment of war debts 
which Jordan needs to keep its 
economy alive." 

The delegation said the deci- 
sion to allow for die entry of 
medicines and foodstuffs into 
Iraq was up to the United 
Nations, but “the situation for 
the moment is that neither 
foodstuffs nor medicines are 
excluded," Formigoni said. 

Crampton lashed out at 
those who could in favour of a 
food and medicines embargo 
by saying, “I don't think that 
the U.N. wiS see it as its role to 
actually starve people in Iraq 
and to deprive them of basic 
essentials; that surely is not 
why the U.N. was created.” 

Moorhouse, who heads the 
European . parliament’s cong;/. 
mittee on external (economic^ 
relations and serves as rappor- 
teur of the 1991 budget com- 
mittee, said that the European 
Common Market had already 
given the equivalent of $28 
milli on in emergency aid to 
Jordan in view of the evacuee 


should be made available. 

The Palestinian question, 
Formigoni said, was of “par- 
ticular concern" to the Euro- 
pean Parliament. “We are con- 
cerned about the reestablish- 
ment of the rights of the 
Palestinian people and with a 
solution to the serious war 
situation in the Lebanon,” he 
said. 


are 


Formigpni said, in addres- 
sing the present Gulf crisis and 
the issues which emerged from 
it, the parliament has realised 
that it cannot “accept that in a 
part of the world which pro- 
duces a commodity as essential 
to the modern world as is oD 
there should still be countries 
that suffer from underdevelop- 
ment and there should be a 
situation in which 
unable to live in 
He said that an AiaWEuro- 
pean dialogue as a forum for 
addressing problems in the 
area “has so for not been pin- 
sued in the positive way in 
which it could be pursued. We 
are now concerned to draw evil 
from good and to draw that 
idea into practice." ■ 

■ Before leaving for Tunis, 
Crampton in a very concerned 
tone told reporters that “we 
are all guilty of using the Mid- 
dle East for our political aims 
from the tune the Ottoman 
empire ended." 


ISIS. 


The evacuee situation, 
oor house said, “is terrible ... 
coordinator is needed." 
Moorhouse said that he 
*xed, “things may get out of 
nd if there is another influx 
people,” across the border. 
Crampton, in apparent dis- 
provai of the lack of quicker 
sasures by some Western 
iropean countries, said: “I 
ow that Europe is full of 
uisport planes. I cannot 
derstand why as much air 


The delegation met with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd, leaders of the toppled 
Kuwaiti government and Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 Assad 
before coming to Jordan. The 
delegation was briefed here on 
Jordan’s position by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san as well as members of the 
Lower and Upper Houses of 

Parliament. 

The delegation will meet in 
Tunis with President 23ne A1 
Abidine Ben Ali and Palesti- 
nian President Yasser Arafat. 


EC to give $2 billion 


lontfaraed from page 1) 

country, even though it 


id that the $2 billion 
s EC will grant Turlrey ; 
nd Egypt through 1991 
the United States of an 
this area.” 

have been increasing de- 
L the U.S. Congress for 
s allies to share the cost 
ying the thousands of 
^ps in the Gulf. 

„ Turkey and Egypt are 
rly hard hit by the Un- 

dons embargo against 

■ EC Executive Cotnmtf- 
estimated their losses i in 
through 1991 at roughly 


[-payment relief. « e 

rich Gulf iJM 
iext vear w higher 

i least two-thirds 

billion tab. 


Of the EC funds for Turkey, 
Egypt and Jordan, he said, “the 
political signal is very clear. With 
this aid we assume that these 
countries will strictly honor the 
embargo" against Iraq. 

Other officials said mis linkage 
applied in particular to Jordan, 
which has officially endorsed the 
U.N. embargo but has been ac- 
cused of letting goods reach Iraq 
across its territory. EC officials 
say that the embargo jeopardises 
30 per cent of Jordan's annual 
gross national product. Hie com- 
parable figures for Egypt and 
Turkey are 16 and 4 per cent 
respectively, they said. 

The EC economic affairs and 
finance minis ters, who meet here 
separately this weekend, will see 
if the EC aid can be financed 
through the community's budget. 

De NficheHs said the EC na- 
tions agreed to study tightening 
the economic embargo against 
T ra n by extending it to commer- 
daf air traffic. Such a measure 
would have to come from the 
U.N. Security Council. 


gets support 


1) 

i to the 


ilso on 
d any 

would 

round 


WmdL wbo returned from a 
JStotourof^hlfWeto- 
day, said Iraq’s eventual wuh- 
4«wal was not in question. 
iHe international community 
id not allow Iraq; “go smiling 

Sands and an op field m (its) 

P °iSeiTiii? e » U.N.-imposed 

“Tjj nil exports \ 


Americans in Saudi desert suffer from diarrhea, heat rash 


By Joan Mower 

The Associated Press 


DHAHRAN — Soldiers are suf- 
fering from diarrhea, heat rash 
and other “run of the the mOT 
aliments common to Americans 
moving to a foreign country, 
medical specialists say. 

For the most part, military 
doctors said in interviews that the 
100,000 or so U.S. troops have 
been remarkably healthy. 

“We've had some colds, some 
gastroentitis, that’s about it," said 
Lieutenant Colonel Jim Maths, 
who commands a marine brigade 
camped in the desert. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. military 
is erecting a sophisticated net- 
work of medical facilities, includ- 
ing IS hoospitals capable of pro- 


viding virtually any type of 
surgery and care to injured 
Americans should combat break 
out. 

“We are fully capable of pro- 
viding the best medical care in the 
world,” said Captain Richard 
Mayo, head of a 500-bed navy 
field hospital housed in 24 air 
conditoined tents, each about six 
metres by 30 metres. ■ 


Hundreds of doctors and 
nurses — Mayo’s hospital will 
have 800 medical personnel alone 
— are either in Saudi Arabia or 
are on their way from the United 
States. 

Their skills are so varied and 
the equipment is so sophisticated 
that they wfll be able to perform 
neurosurgery, heart surgery and 


orthopedic surgery. 

Field hospitals have laborator- 
ies, X-ray facilities, operating 
rooms, dental clinics and 
psychiatric units. 

All supplies, from narcotics to 
hospital beds, have been sent 
from the United States. 

U.S. Military officials say 
troops in the ofl-rjeh kingdom are 
in a defensive posture, but the 
range of medical technology ship- 
ped here underscores the degree 
to which officials want to prepare 
for combat injuries. 


For the time being, doctors 
have been concerned about treat- 
ing training injuries and lesser 
medical complaints. 

Army officials said 14 people 
have been evacuated for medical 


reasons, including three people 
who have broke bones and two 
who experienced psychological 
problems. 

But, Majer Jack Wright, a 
physician with the 44th medical 
brigade that controls hospitals for 
the army, said most complaints 
have been less serious. 

“It’s usually run-of-the-mill 
kinds of things, " Wright said. He 
sees about 40 people a day at an 
army dime. 

The most prevalent complaint 
is diarrhea, usually brought on by 
a change in the water or the food. 
The army regularly tests the wa- 
ter to make sure it is safe to 
drink, he said. 

The stomach problem usually 
lasts about 24 hours and is treat- 
able with over-the-counter drugs. 


Colds and beat rashes also are 
common, medical authorities 
said. 

Despite scorching tempera- 
tures, few soldiers have come 
down with dehydration, partly 
because the military has drilled 
into them the importance of 
drinking enough water. Some 
men drink up to four gallons a 
day. 

Fever is particularly dangerous 
in a hot climate so when soldiers 
ger one they are often given 
liquid intravenously to prevent 
dehydration. 

In the desert, the big problems 
are sanitation and sand, Mattis 
said. 

“We have to keep the food out 
of the sand,” he said. “And we 


have %wash rack built so people 
can wash their hands.” 

Before coming to Saudi Ara- 
bia, soldiers were given shots to 
;nt cholera, meningitis and 
:titis. 


The environment also palys 
havoc with medical supplies, 
according to Majer Mike Calder, 
chief nurse at the 28th combat 
support hospital. 

The 200-bed “bubble" facility 
— blown-up rubberised tubes 
that look like giant caterpillars — 


is bein| 561 U P m tiie desert. 


lent tends to shorten the 
shelf-life of drugs, meaning it is 
unlikely that unused medical sup- 
plies mil be taken back to the 
United States when the U.S. pre- 
sence ends. 


U.N. 

agencies 


appeal 


(Continued from page 1) 


whose economies have been badly hit 
by the crisis and U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Fabrizio Gendloni, a senior UN- 
DRO official said in Geneva the 
response by the international com- 
munity to the Jordan crisis bad been 
slow. 

“There is no risk of duplicating 
efforts since international help is not 
as forthcoming as he would have 
hoped,” Gentuooi said. 

“We haven’t done anything on such 
a massive scale since Ethiopia,” said 
Gentikmi. 

U.N. and Dan-governmental relief 
agencies undertook a similar opera- 
tion in 1984-85 in Ethiopia when the 
combined effects of drought and dvfl 
war killed at least one million 


people.' 

“Tlie 


situation in Jordan is very 
serious and all U.N. agencies are 
mobilised," Gentiloni told Reuters. 

In Tokyo officials said Japan had 
decided to give an extra $12 million in 
emergency aid for Asians in Jordan 
and other countries who have fled 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

Japan's aid will account for 51 per 
cent of the $23.5 milli on requested by 
the International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) of Japan and other 
countries through the U.N. relief 
coordination office, said Yutaka 
Yokoi, a Foreign Ministry aid official. 
As of Aug. 29, Japan had extended 
S10 million to help evacuees in ; 
Jordan. ~ ’ 

Also last week, Japan announced a « 
$l-bOhon programme to help pay for 



A scene from one of the Rnwetsbed camps (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


ber of medical teams would be sent to 
Saudi Arabia and nearby countries. 

The Swedish government Friday 
decided to contribute 30 milli on kro- 
nor (S5.2 million) to the repatriation 
of the evacuees. 

Minister of Foreign Aid Lena 
Hjelm-Wallen said poor coordination 
between donor countries and aid 


organisations had delayed refugee re- 
fiorts. 


patriatiou and aid ef 
“But the coordination is now start- 


Jl-btluon programme to help pay tor 
the U.S.-led Western forces in the 
Gulf. 

The programme includes a medical 
team of about 100 people, the trans- 
port of food, water and medical sup- 
plies by chartered civil aircraft and 
ships, and the provision of water, air 
conditioners and prefabricated hous- 
ing units for the Gulf forces. 

In a news conference Friday morn- 
ing, Chief Cabinet Secretary Misoji 
Sakamoto said an undetermined num- 


mgto get better," she said. 

The repatriation fund is part 
50-million kronor (S8.6-mimon) aid 


package announced last week to help 
relieve the plight of the mostly Asian 
and Arab guest-workers. 

Philippine Airlines announced Fri- 
day it will divert flights from Europe 
to pick up Filipinos stranded in re- 
fugee camps in Jordan. 

A statement by the state-run car- 
rier said Saturday's flight from Lon- 
don would proceed from Frankfurt, 
West Germany to Amman and return 


to Manila the next day. 

Tuesday's flight from London wfll 
stop at Frankfurt and fly to Amman 
instead of Karachi, Pakistan and 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

Another flight from Paris Wednes- 
day, which normally stops at Ams- 
terdam, Dubai and Bangkok, will 
skip the last two stops and go to 

Amman . 

The statement said the three flights 
are operated with Boeing 747s and 
can accommodate up to 1,107 return- 
ing Filipino workers. 

Kuwait’s crown prince said Friday 
that his toppled government was pre- 
pared to give aid to the thousands of 
evacuees in refugee camps in Jordan. 

Sheikh S&ad A1 Abdullah AI 
Sabah, who is also prime minister, 
said that "the Kuwaiti government 
will study in detail the siniatioo on 
these refugees.” 

“We shall do all that we can to help 
them,” he told a news conference in 
Rome. He gave no details. 


U.N. chief ready to resume talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


muni ties of foreign envoys in 
Kuwait. 


might otherwise regard such a 
visit as implicit recognition of the 
Iraqi “occupation." 

Kuwaiti Ambassador Moham- 
mad Abul Hasan said such a 
missi on would be welcome as 
long it did not imply that Iraq’s 
“occupation" force had any legi- 
timacy. 

Annan is the top U.N. person- 
nel officer. He has been in the 
region for weeks, Bering to per- 
suade Iraq to let foreigners leave 
Iraq and Kuwait, and to respect 
the diplomatic privileges and im- 


Iraq says Kuwait is now an 
Iraqi province and has ordered all 
foreign embassies and consulates 
dosed and moved to Baghdad. 
Most Western nations are keep- 
ing staff at their embassies in 
defiance of the Iraqi order. 


Perez de Cuellar also said he 
was thinkin g of launching an 
appeal on behalf of tens of 
thousands of refugees from Iraq 
camped on the border with Jor- 
dan as well as others who had fled 
to Turkey and Iraq. 


■ A Security Council source told 
Reuters the secretary general 
quoted Tareq Aziz as having 
complained that it took the coun- 
cil seven years to adopt Resolu- 
tion 598 of July 1987, setting out a 
plan for ending the Iran-Iraq war 
but only seven hours to pass 
Resolution 660 condemning Iraq 
and demanding that it pull out of 
Kuwait. 

The Iraqi foreign minister was 
also said to have complained that 
his country had been unable to 
present its case fully to the coun- 
cil, where it was represented only 
by its deputy U.N. envoy. 


Suadis to foot U.S. bill 


(Continued from page 1) 
sanctions) will have any result," 
Yehia Fahd AI Simit told repor- 
ters. 

Simit, minister of state for 
bousing in the ousted cabinet, 
said efforts at a diplomatic solu- 
tion should be allowed only a 
short time to work. 

Referring to suggestions that 
elections should beheld, he said 
Kuwaitis chose AI Sabah famQy 
as their rulers in 1756 “and no 
one in Kuwait will want any other 


leadership.” 

In Abu Dhabi, capital of the 
UAE, Baker met Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan AI Nahayan, ruler of 
Abo Dhabi and president of the 
seven-state grouping. 


He is due to meet Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 


Cairo Saturday before flying to 
Helsinki for Sunday's summit be- 
tween George Bush and Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

Baker was met at the airport by 
Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Planning Kamal Ganzouri. 


Foreign Minister Esmat Abdel 
Maguid could not be at hand 
because of a minor car accident. 
A tyre of his car exploded while 
enroute to Cairo from sum- 
mer resort of Alexandria where 
President Mubarak and other 
government officials are staying. 

Baker is scheduled to meet 
Mubarak in Alexandria Saturday 
morning. 


Reporters and photograph! 
were barred from approach! 
Baker's plane. 


Gorbachev may push for Mideast conference 


(Continued from page 1) 

opposing sides of nearly every 
other global crisis since World 
War n. 

Gerasimov said the Security 
Council should revive Article 47 
of the United Nations Charter, 
which provides for a military staff 
committee comprising repre- 
sentatives of the five permanent 
council members. 

"We must put life into the 
military staff committee," Gera- 
simov said in an interview. “The 


committee would be made up of 
the five permanent members, and 
not by one member.” 

"This 


committee will have 
military forces at its disposal. 
And of course we will be ready to 
participate." he said. 

Asked whether one purpose of 
the proposal was to make sure 
Soviet generals were in command 
of Soviet troops, to prevent un- 
ilateral military action by the 
United States, Gerasimov said. 


Yes.* 


In the past, however, the Un- 
ited States and Britain have said 
they would not place their troops 
under U.N. command. 

In Tokyo, Shevardnadze said \ 
the Soviet Union is conducting ' 
secret talks with the Iraqi govern- 
ment to free Westerners. 

“We are making various efforts 
to resolve this issue, including 
formal statements and secrer con- 
tacts and talks,” Shevardnadze 
told a news conference at the end 
of his four-day stay in Tokyo. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


3 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREtGHI 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




CROWN 
INTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


... Z.W.A. 
THE ONLY 



EASTERN 



STUBIO HAIG 


. Professional Quality tn 
f Hoar, Service : 

Develop your coionr film at 

our shop and ger:- • 


*JUMBOpboto 

six* 30% iargmr 

fffltrft- 
ment 20 x 30 cm • 


, Bank; 'JfooQK 



FIRST CLASS SERVICE FOR 
A FAST CLASS CARGO 
TEL: 819560. FAX; 819683 
TELEX: 221 00 Z.WA-JO 
P.O. BOX 12, AMMAN 


4 Rent & Sale 

• Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or untur-j 
nished. 


Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For farther details, please j 

cal! 

lAbdouia Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810699, 823092 
.—-—Fax; 810520 


packing 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR 4i SEA FREIGHT 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
TLX: 23 0 23 POB : 815 408 
amman-jordan 


Saudi Real Estate 


#1 


& 


QQ 


£00 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 


Rental Dept. 
Call Soha 687821/22 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 
^ Kalian shoe *, leather goods. ' 
perfumes, lighters.watches,] 
pens, silverware, porcelain, 
crystal ware etc. 


ShmelsanI - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Afrliyyah t Gir/s School 

Taka awa yi e n ri ca 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

TeL 638968 





JMfi 


! sjfatiuiMt 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive UmcheoRS 

Take away service 
available 


Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 
,7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

:30 - Midnight y 





Jr 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


Res:665121 



BELLY DANCING 




(j-u/jljt/i .u-O J-=>-L3 
The fegencx'Pobce Hotel 


A 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


S ABEEL 

DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 




% 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


MOVING ? 


r 


Steak House 

(The best In the town) 


Dine in & take-away 
service 


Open daily 12.00 pm 

Till 12-00 midnight 

Mecca Street - Jaber Center. 

Tel: 829064 - 929065 


MAItOTEL 

.U3i|l|ls 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cane of the works. 

Door to Door. 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P O. BO/ 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAR0TLJ0 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX~ 
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e Sports 


Becker, Agassi reach 
U.S. Open semifinals 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1990 


NEW YORK (R) — Second 
seeded Boris Becker sputtered a 
bit at first but fouth-seeded 
Andre Agassi roared past his 
opponent Thursday to advance to 
the semifinals at the U.S. Open 
«Tecni5 Tournament. 

Agassi, without his beard for 

the first time in the tournament, 
continued to display his powerful 
baseline game by hammering un- 
seeded Soviet Andrei Cherkasov 
6-2, 6-2 ,6-3 for his third straight 
set victory. 

“There was not a lot of things 
that l could have done better 
today/* said the flamboyantly 
dressed American after reaching 

the semifinals at Flushing 
Meadow for the third consecutive 
year. 

Becker lost the first set and had 
some early trouble in the second 
and fourth sets, but then got on 
track and charged past Aaron 
Krickstein 3-6. 6-3. 6-2. 6-3. 

“When I was down a set and 
two-love. I said 'now I have to 
sun to play, tty to fight* and 
that's what I did/' Becker said of 
his five games run put together by 
winning' 20 of 25 points. 

Becker edged Agassi in a five- 
set. six-hour' Davis Cup thriller 
last year and he expects the 
same type of struggle Saturday. 

“He puts many balls back so it 
will be a long match, like 6-4 in 
the fifth set for me," said Becker. 

Said Agassi: “I’m out there for 
blood and hope to keep him out 
there all day long/* 

Saturday's other semifinal 


assures at least one American to 
be in the filial for the first time 
since 1985 when unseeded four- 
thne champion John McEnroe 
plays 12th-seeded Pete Sampras, 
the quarter-final conqueror of 
Ivan Lendl. 

Cherkasov, ranked 50th in the 
world, was out of bis league in his 
first Grand Slam quarter-final. 
Through the first two sets he was 
broke six of eight times. Pound- 
ing his shtos deep into the cor- 
ners, Agassi kept his foe scur- 
rying on the defensive, far behind 
the baseline. 

“He has powerful ground- 
strockes. I think they are the best 
in the world,** said a winded 
Cherkasov. 

Agassi cracked 32 winners and 
never trailed in the match. 

“I did dictate most of the 
points/* said Agassi. 

Becker, however, had to over- 
come a slow, error-filled start, 
similar to his early form in a 
five-set fourth-round win over 
Australian Darren Cahill. 

But once Becker cut down his 
errors and found his groove 
Krickstein. a counter-punching 
base liner, had no weapons to hurt 
the defending champion. 

The ninth-seeded Krickstein, 
who had never taken a set from 
Becker in their four previous 
encounters including a semifinal 
here last year, quickly ended that 
streak Thursday. 

The American, playing strictly 
from the baseline, out-steadied 
the three-rime Wimbledon cham- 


Manchester Olympic bid 
faces image problem 


MANCHESTER. England (R) 
— If Manchester's dream comes 
true, a wasteland next to a canal 
and a sewage works will be trans- 
formed into a dazzling Olympic 
stadium. 

The English city is one of six 
seeking to host the 1996 centen- 
ary Olympic Games, with the 
winner to be named by the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
(IOC) in Tokyo on Sept. 18. 

Manchester is not considered 
to be a favourite. 

Surveying the proposed site, 
with a’ congested motorway 
bridge straddling the Manchester 
Ship Canal in the distance, it is 
riear that the industrial city has 
sn image problem. 

The city is making a "green 
field” bid with the Olympic vil- 
lage and stadium to be built as 
soon as it gets the go-ahead. 

"Manchester itself is not a par- 
ticularly romantic world city," 
said Bob Scott, city theatre im- 
presario and the ebullient chair- 
man of the Manchester Bid Com- 
mittee, in an interview. 

I think its virtues are quite 
complicated and we hope they 
are the sort that show up the 
more you think about it.” 

Imagination not image is what 
matters, he says — the sort of 
thinking that built a 56-kilometre 
ship canal and turned the inland 
city into the third biggest port in 
Britain last century. 

Athens is the front-runner for 
the games, as Scott readily 
admits, but the Manchester cam- 
paigners have block-booked one 
of their city's main hotels for 1996 
just in case. 

“I have always said that Man- 
chester's fate depends on Athens. 
If Athens gets its act together 
they will get the games but if 
Athens for some reason falters 
then I think Manchester is an 
extremely interesting candidate,” 
he said. 

Smokestacks, pollution and 
ugliness are the image many Bri- 
tons have of a dry that was once 
called the “workshop of the 
world" but there is also some of 
the fines: scenery in England 
dose to hand — a fact the lavish 
bid publicity emphasises. 

The Olympic Games would be 
staged at 24 venues, including 
Manchester, across north-west 
England and north Wales. 


The archery would be held at a 
privately-owned estate in rural 
Cheshire, the yachting off the 
Welsh coast at Pwllheli and the 
canoeing on the scenic River Dee 
near Chester. 

The Old Trafford cricket 
ground will be used for baseball 
while soccer will ivolve the 
mighty Liverpool and Manches- 
ter's city and United team's 
grounds. 

Bobby Charlton, the England 
soccer star of the 1966 World 
Cup. is a tireless supporter of the 
bid as is Princess Anne, president 
of the British Olympic Associa- 
tion. " 

Other facilities are yet to be 
built — the site earmarked for the 
80,000-seat Olympic stadium is 
partly-owned by the canal com- 
pany and planning permission has 
still to be settled. 

The sewage works would make 
way for the media centre. 

A new terminal is under way at 
the airport, the world’s 15th 
largest, and a sign outside reads: 
“The Olympic Terminal." 

“The strength of not having 
good facilities is that you have to 
build them. It also means the 
IOC will have purpose-built new 
facilities," said Scott. 

“When Seoul was given the 
1988 games they had virtualy no 
facilities on the ground at all and 
they had never run a world cham- 
pionship in any sport except taek- 
wondo.” he said. 

Manchester has the largest uni- 
versity campus in Western 
Europe for accommodation and, 
with 15 million people living with- 
in and hour of the city, high 
attendances are likely to be 
guaranteed. 

The bid, underwritten by the 
city's left-wing Labour council, 
has been funded entirely by pri- 
vate enterprise and has cost £3 
million ($5.7 million). 

Manchester Town Hall boasts 
illuminated Olympic rings while 
flags flutter outside and at the 
main railway station. 

“One of the interesting things 
about Manchester is that there is 
no "stop the Olympics' cam- 
paign.” said Scott, referring spe- 
cifically to the absence of any 
environmental protests. 

A casual poll in a city pub 
found much enthusiasm, 
although some locals doubted the 
bid’s chances of success. 
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1 pion, who committed 14 unforced 
errors to Kricksidn's four in the 
■ opening set. 

“He was giving the every 
opportunity to take a big lead in 
* the match and I didn't take 
advantage of it," said the often- 
injured 23-year-old Krickstein. 

“I kin da lost rhythm and my 
concentration in die middle of the 
match. I let success sb‘n away/* be 
added. 

Krickstein, who led the United 
States into the Davis Cup semi- 
finals by winning both singles 
against Czechoslovakia earlier 
this year, threatened to send the 
match into a fifth set by taking a 
3-0 fourth-set lead. 

But as soon as Becker got the 
break back in the fifth game for 
3-2, the outcome was never in 
doubt and he rolled through the 
last four games unchallenged. 

Becker, who is still looking for 
his first Grand Slam title of 1990. 
said his fitness and his opponent's 
fatigue contributed to the victory. 

“At the end be (Krickstein) 
had no energy. His legs were 
tired, be couldn't get down for bis 
sbots,” Becker said after securing 
his third career U.S. Open semi- 
final berth. 

After w innin g his first three 
matches in straight sets. Becker 
has been extended in the last two 
but said he expected to be tested 
at tbis point of a Grand Slam. 

“I've been playing good tennis 
for the last 10 days it's just that 
my opponents have been getting 
tougher.” 


Mystery 
virus could 
sideline 
Leeds 

LONDON (R) — Leeds United, 
riding high back in the first divi- 
sion. could seed their progress 
temporarily checked by a mystery 
virus that has hit over 30 staff and 
players. 

The northern English club, 
newly-promoted and lying second 
after three matches, set off Friday 
to an away tie at Luton town with 
three first-squad players already 
affected. 

A dub official said manager 
Howard Wilkinson might ask to 
have the match postponed if 
other players developed the 
virus, which causes diarrhoea and 
sickness. 

"It could well be that the man- 
ager will have to look at the 
situation in the morning,” Admi- 
nistration Manager Alan Roberts 
told Reuters. “Its one of those 
situations that could change in 24 
hours." 

When foe virus began among 
apprentice players early this 
week, the club thought it was 
food poisoning. But doctors di- 
agnosed a virus — and warned 
that it could spread. 

"We've been told by the ex- 
perts the fact no-one's gone down 
with it in the last 12 hours doesn't 
mean a thing ” Roberts said. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


Beckenbauer 

joins 

Marseille 

PARIS (Agencies) — Franz 
Beckenbauer planned to leave 
the soccer stadium behind him 
after 26 glorious years and move 
into marketing. But he could not 
stay away from the game. 

The former West German 
manager and international signed 
a two-year contract Thursday to 
be technical director of French 
League champions Marseille. 

“After our success in Italy, 
nothing could have been further 
from my mind than being in 
Marseille by September,” Beck- 
enbauer who led West Germany 
to World Cup victory two months 
ago. told the French sports daily 
L’Equipe. 

“But I've been active in the 
professional game for 26 years 
now and it's hard to leave it.” he 
said. 

“As for marketing. I'll save it 
for later." 

Marseille's millionaire owner 
Bernard Tapie courted Becken- 
bauer after West Germany's 
World Cup success in Italy. 

The 44-year-old Beckenbauer, 
the only man to win the World 
Cup as player and manager, is 
likely to receive a hero's welcome 
when he goes to the Mediterra- 
nean city Saturday to see the 
team in action against Paris Saint- 
Germain. 

Marseille. European Cup semi- 
finalists last season, already have 
an array of star players. 

Tapie paid $8 million for 
Yugoslav World Cup midfielder 
dragan Stojkovic in the dose sea- 
son after last year's $7 -million 
transfer of England's Chris 
Waddle. 

Beckenbauer said negotiations 
with 1994 World Cup hosts the 
United States, who have express- 
ed an interest in hiring the West 
German as coach, would be put ; 
on ice until at least 1992. 

Tapie declined to give details 
of Beckenbauer's salary. He said 
Beckenbauer's vast tactical 
knowledge of soccer could eli- 
minate many of the errors that 
into the French game. 

“I don't know ff Marseille will 
in the European Cup but IU have 
done everything reasonably 
possible to do so.” he added. 

“The group at Marseille seems 
perfect. It is one of the best teams 
in Europe.” Beckenbauer said on 
French Television. “It has one of 
the most enthusiastic publics and 
it will be a challenge for me/’ 
Beckenbauer, who coached the 
1990 West German . team .and 
captained the 1974 team world 
champions, will occupy the post 
for two years, according to Tapie. 
The present coach of Marseille, 
Gerard Gili, will remain as 
trainer. 

Beckenbauer made no com- 
ments about reports he may work 
with the American soccer team 
after 1992 to prepare for the 1994 
World Cup finals, being held in 
the United States. The American 
team has an automatic berth in 
the finals. 

Marseille has been the French 
champion for the past two years 
and it contributes a number of 
players to the French team, Beck- 
enbauer said be sees no trouble 
with the present coach of the 
French squad, Michel Platini. 


Senna leads 1st Italian 
GP qualifying session 


MONZA, Italy (AJP) — Brazilian 
Ayrton Senna, in a McLaren- 
Honda, set the fastest time and a 
lap record in Friday's first qual- 
ifying session for the Italian For- 
mula One Grand Prix, making a 
strong bid for his 49th pole posi- 
tion. 

Senna, the leader of the 1990 
World Championship 
turned the 5-8-kilometre Monza 
circuit in one minute, 22.972 
seconds, at an average speed of 
251.651 kph (156.369 mph). 

The previous lap record, in 
1:23.46 minutes, had been set by 
another Brazilian, Nelson Piquet, 
in 1987. Piquet at the time drove 
a turbocharged Wiliiams-Honda 
car. 

Britain's Nigel Mansell, in a 
Ferrari, was second fastest in 
1:23.141 minutes, drawing warm 
applause from the supporters of 


the Italian team. 

Senna's teammate Gerhard 
Berger outpaced defending world 
champion Alain Prost for the 
third position in qualifying. 

The Austrian was timed in 
1:23.239 minutes. Prost, who 
drove a Ferrari, had 1:23.497. 

Prost trails Senna by 13 points 
— 50 to 63 — in the ch ampion ship 
standings after 11 events of the 
16-round championship and im ip 
finish high in Sunday’s race to 
keep alive his hopes to retain die 
world drivers* tide. 

Belgian Thierry Boutsen, in a 
Williams- Renault, cam#, fifth, in 
1:24.042, while rising French star 
Jean Alesi drove a Tyrrell-Ford 
to sixth place in 1:24.159. 

The final qualifying session, 
deciding the pole position for the 
Italian Grand Prix, is scheduled 
for Saturday. 


Napoli begins Italian 
League title defence 


MILAN (AP) — Argentine for- 
ward Diego Maradona, seeking 
to silence hostile crowds with his 
on-field magic, leads defending 
champion Napoli against a 
powerful north Italian “coali- 
tion” in opening league play 
Sunday. 

Maradona, who enraged Ita- 
lian fans during the World Cup, 
looked impressive in pre-cham- 
pionship matches and is expected 
to be instrumental once again in 
Napoli's effort to win its third 
Italian League title in five years. 

Maradona will be backed by 
newly hired Italian striker 
Andrea Sileni and by the Brazilian 
duo of Antonio Careca and Ale- 
mao in Sunday's difficult away 
match a gains t Lecce. 

Lecce, which fields newly hired 
Brazilian midfielder Mazinho and 
Argentine veteran striker Pedro 
Pablo Pasculli, scored four goals 
against Cagliari in a Cup of Italy 
match last Wednesday night. 

A.C. Milan. Juventus of Turin 
and Intemazionale of Milan, 
rated as Napoli’s toughest rivals, 
also take on fiesty opponents in 
the opening round of the nine- 
month. 18-team competition. 

Milan, which will miss disqual- 
ified Dutch midfielder Frank Ri- 
jkaard, plays at home against 
Genoa, which strengthened its team ■ 
by signing. Czechoslovak striker, 
Tomas Skuhravy. 

Juventus tests its offensive 
strength — and possibly its defen- 
sive weakness — in an away 
match against Parma, a major 
league newcomer. 

Juventus, which has signed 
Roberto Baggio, Thomas Haes- 
sler and Juiior Cesar in one of the 
most expensive transfer cam- 
paigns in Italy's soccer history, 
suffered a 5-1 rout by Napoli in a 
pre-championship match last 
week. 

Parma, winch has signed a 
foreign goalie — Brazilian 
Claudio Taffarel — will rely on 
Swedish forward Tomas Brolin. 
for its scoring punch. 

Lothar Matthaeus, who helped 
lead West Germany to the World 


Cup tide, is sidelined with a 
pulled muscle and will miss In- 
ter's opener against Cagliari, 
another newcomer. 

It will be up to two other world 
champions, Jurgen Klinsmann 
and Andreas Brehme, to give 
Inter’s the winning goals against 
the Sardinian team, which fields 
the Uruguayan trio of Enzo Fran- 
cesooli, Jose Herrera and Daniel 
Fonseca. 

Roma, whose quality of play 
has been boosted by the arrival of 
Brazilian midfielder Aldair, faces 
Fiore otina in one of the most 
interesting duels of Sunday's 
round. 

The new tactics developed by 
Roma's new coach Ottavio Bian- 
chi may give West German 
veteran striker Rudy Voeller bet- 
ter scoring opportunities. 

Torino and Lazio, considered 
possible surprise teams, dash in 
Turin. 

Rafael Martin Vasquez, the 
former star of Real Madrid who 
has been Torino's most expensive 
transfer, will duel with Lazio's 
newly striker, Karlheinz Ridle of 
West Germany, who will be sup- 
ported by Uruguayan Ruben 
Sosa. 

Sampdoria of Genoa, missing 
■its injured, striker Gianluca Vcdli 
jand other key players,' may face- 
unexpected problems in the home 
match against Cesena while 
Bologna, powered by Hungarian 
virtuoso Lajos Detari, is a dear 
favourite against Pisa. 

The Italian major league kicks 
off Sunday with a top priority — 
stopping violence and falling 
attendance. 

Several dubs have been invest- 
ing heavily this year to strengthen 
their lineups and their chances of 
winning the league title. 

But the crowds turning out 
during the nine-month-long sea- 
son have been declining steadiy 
since 1985 as a result of violence 
and massive television coverage 
of league and European Cup 
matches. 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroU Righter Foundation- 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: morning » go after wbar you want 

Your best aspect today for getting there and bter you can » anne- 
al the tnito of aitycoodi^^ thing special to dispel anxiety of 

of importance to you is in flit P.M. disturbed p&L 


and you would be 'wise not to take 
chances in the morning and to keep 
promises made. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Cnmm nn ir*** with others those 
nleafant times you would like to 
have with them while later Estea 
to. follow s ug ges ti ons gives you by 
a bigwig. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
punt job or some other repairs 
now could greatly increase die 
value of yonr property after which 
yon can meet persons with adv- 
anced course of action for you. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have considerable charm today and 
would be wise to early use it to get 
rid of an untoward situation, then 
get into paying Ml, making cofled- 

tioos etc. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You would be wise to 
impress the one you love most with 
your true devotion, then you can 
get out to mak e an agr e e m e n t with 
an outside person. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Sever- 
al friends are ready and wiling to 
give you sup port to gain an antici- 
pated desire after which tackle 
whatever project problem awaits 
your attention. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) The world is your oyster m the 


r.iWBA i (September 23 to October 
22) Look for some fasema ri ng m-\ 
terest that brings you pleasure as ; 
the means to e xpr ess yourself in: 
the future; later, do nothing at 
bome to upset family member. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever your recreations 
have been costing you, now is the 
time, to settle up for them mouey- 
wise; later be careful not to offend 
in any comments. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) -Be more aware of 
the advice given you by a compan- 
ion who really cares for you; at 
night look for some surprise corofi- 
tion of a money nature. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Being a tittle less 
withdrawn and more open with a 
business person gains yon advance 
you dene; later do nothing to 
upset a personal paL 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Use the early part of the 
day to contact playmates for some 
mnfnal entertainment, then later 
don't be influenced by your attach- 
ments odd mood. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider well how you can 
arrange famil y and home condition 
so other family members and you 
can have more comfort; then avoid 
a depressing person. 
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“Fixing the flooded cellar will 
cost $500. But if we call it Sea 
World we can charge $10 a head!' 


THAT SCHAMS.ED WORD GAME 
» i'fcy>fenr1 Arnold and Sob lee "• 


Unscramble thaae four Jumbtoa, 
one tottertoeach square, to form 
four onJbtaiy words. 


KUSYD 


RASEE 


STEMOD 


PLOUCE 


50\4ETHIN© AF17H7 
TO WATER TO 
FRI6HTEN LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 


Yesterday's 


„l , Now arrange the dreied lettara to 

1 form the aurprtoe answer, aaeug- 

Jx ■ geeted by the above cartoon. 

Print trmnthmt; 1 X X 1 H 

(A n s wers tomorrow) 

JurobiME FOUO TRACT PASTRY LIQUID 
Answer Where her meteorologist boyfriend had his 
head most of the time— IN THE CLOUDS 


THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Wlw 
5 Neon and 


10 Moby Dick s 
pursuer 

14 Feline sound 

15 Encomium 

IB Varae captain 

17 Notable times 

18 Conies close 

19 Speaker of 
baseball 

20 Harm 
22 neny 
24 MJtched 

mansion 


27 Bee's 
utterance? 

3i Lobe 

35 Noshed 

36 Use a blender 

38 Hall of Fame 
name 

39 Bell sound 
41 Temperate 
43 Medicinal 

Quantity 

*4 Less modem 
46 Sent a 
tefegoun 

48 Reno's si. 

49 Brought up 
51 Spruce up 
53 Ground cover 

55 Roof overhang 

56 Carmichael 
classic 

60 Of medicine 
64 Uama land 
66 Sman bottle 
87 Expletive 

68 Toward the 
mouth 

69 Golf feat 

70 Lamb 
7t Duration 

72 Vow 

73 Auto mishap 
DOWN 

1 Went too feat i 

2 Nimbus 

3 Small amount ; 

4 Synthetic 

5 Beneficent 


aaaa 

mmmm 


two Tr*0O* IMi (fentoM. 


6 Pub quaff 

7 Fly high 

8 While bird 

9 Actor 
Hayakawa 

10 Like deer 
ti Roll can 
response 
12 Writer 
Kingsley 
U Springsteen 
21 Stare 
23 Aspen 
transport 

25 Trri) missile 

27 Utan — 

28 Useful 

29 The Prisoner 
Of — M 

30 Account entry 

32 Hotel tody 45 

Hefanstoy *7 

33 Strength SO 

34 Irk 52 

37 Bizarre 54 

40 Stein 58 

42 Mall tenant 57 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnra nnnn 
nnnnni nncin nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnongn 
nnnnran nnnn ncira 
_ nnnn nnon 

nnnnn 

nriri nnnn ^ nnn2f5ra 

gnnnnnnnnran'irann 

nnnnnn nnnsi nnn 

nnn rPnS nnn 
nnnn nnnn 

HS^nnffw nnnnnn 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn finnn 





Understand 
Prime donna 
Cherries e.c. 
Prohibited 
Shucksi 
Detect 


58 Khachaturian 

59 Actor Andrews 
61 Respiratory 

sound 

82 Have — for ■' 
63 Palaver 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1990 


Hun Sen leaves for Jakarta 


N. Korean visit to Seoul ends 


Moscow ready to meet Sihanouk with presents and future hopes 


TOKYO (R) — The Soviet Un- 
ion is ready to talk with Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, a leading 
opponent of the Soviet-hacked 
government in Cambodia, on 
ways to end that nation's long 
civil war. Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said 
Friday. 

He told a Tokyo news confer- 
ence there had been sweeping 
changes in the U-S. position on 
Cambodia, with Washington now 
ready to make contact with 
Phnom Penh. 

“I wish to say that the Soviet 
Union would be prepared to con- 
tact and have a dialogue with 
Prince Sihanouk." he said, refer- 
ring to the exiled guerrilla leader 
as the “leader of the Cambodian 
people and Cambodia." 

Sihanouk is titular head of a 
three-party coalition that has 
been fighting a guerrilla war 


against the administration instal- 
led by Moscow’s close ally Viet- 
nam in 1979. 

The United Slates announced 
in July it was prepared to open a 
dialogue with Hanoi. It was a 
major policy shift — Washington 
has enforced a strict trade boycott 
on Vietnam since the country was 
unified under Communist rule in 
1975. 

Shevardnadze said he had 
proposed to U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker in July that he 
would meet Sihanouk if the Un- 
ited States would meet with 
Phnom Penh Prime Minister Hun 
Sen. 

A spokesman for Sihanouk's 
faction welcomed Shevardnadze's 
decision, saying it corresponded 
with a decision by the United 
States Thursday to open a dia- 
logue with the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment if the Jakarta talks went 


ahead. 

“I think it is automatically con- 
finned by the United States deci- 
sion to talk to Phnom Penh.” said 
Ek Sereyvatb. "It is a good 
move/' 


team captain and player, the 58- 
year-old prime minister said. “I 


have to wait and see whether my 
counterpart. Prince Sihanouk, 
takes pan in the competition or 
not.” 


“The Soviet Union has in the 
past few months shown a very 
good stand on ending the con- 
flict,” Ek said. 

Hun Sen said Friday as he left 
his capital for Jakarta that be 
might not join peace talks being 
held there among the four 
Cambodian factions. 

“Although I am going to Jakar- 
ta, I decided not to attend the 
meeting as long as Sihanouk still 
boycotts this forum/’ he told the 
local press at the airport, the 
official SPK news agency re- 
ported. Il> report was monitored 
in Bangkok. 

“I will be in Jakarta as coach. 


Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
titular head of a three-faction 
guerrilla coalition that has been 
trying to overthrow the Phnom 
Penh government for 11 years, 
changed his mind about not going 
to Jakarata. but still says be will 
not participate directly in the 
talks. 

Diplomats here who watch the 
Cambodian situation said Siha- 
nouk might be refusing to take 
part in the talks because be did 
not want to be called out over a 
June 5 agreement be reached, 

and later repudiated, after direct 
negotiations with Hun Sen in 
Tokyo. 


PANMUNJOM. Korea (R) — 
North and South Koreans parted 
at the border Friday with laughter 
land promises to meet again soon 
after talks they called a first step 
in wanning 45 years of frozen 
relations. 

"What we had before was con- 
tact. What we have now is dia- 
logue. This is an important begin- 
ning/’ said a senior South Korean 
official who asked not to be iden- 
tified. 

Northern Prime Minister Yon 
Hyong-Muk and his 89-member 


entourage crossed the heavily for- 
tified border at 21:35 a.m. (0235 


Mohawk militants reject army offer 


MONJRE AL (AP) — A band of 
militant Mohawks surrounded by 
the Canadian army reportedly 
rejected an offer to be taken into 
military custody to end a linger- 
ing standoff. 

About 400 soldiers surround 
some 20 Warriors and 30 
Mohawk women and children on 
a small piece of land bordered by 
a hichwav and a lake 30 


kilometres west of Montreal. 

Mohawks at the Kahnesatke 
Reservation near the town of Oka 
began the standoff in a dispute 
over land rights, but the issues 
have grown to include demands 
for autonomy. 

The last holdouts say they 
won't lay down their arms unless 
the Quebec provincial police are 
barred from taking control once 


Gambia urges food aid 
for starving Monrovians 


ACCRA. Ghana (AP) — Gam- 
bian President Sir Dawda Jawara 
has urged West African states 
and the international community 
to send food to civil war-tom 
Liberia, where reports say chil- 
dren have begun to starve. 

Jawara heads the group of five 
West African nations that has 
sent 3.000 troops to Liberia in an 
effort to end the eight- month 
tribal war that has killed at least 
5.000 people. 

The Ghanaian commander of 
the force. Lt. Gen. Arnold 
Quainoo, met Jawara this week 
to press for emergency food aid. 
Quainoo's troops have been mob- 
bed by Liberians searching for 
food. 

The Liberian capita! has been 
cut off for more than two months 
and this week the capital's last 
stocks of rice were exhausted. 

Most of the fighting stopped 
with the arrival of the West Afri- 
can force, but the city's airport 
remains closed and only a few 
small fishing boats have dared to 
venture into the port. 

Jawara make his appeal for aid 
after meeting with Ghanaian 
leader Jerry Rawlings. Ghana, 
Gambia, Nigeria. Guinea and 
Sierra Leone have contributed 
troops to the force created by the 
Economic Community of West 
African States. 

Jawara met earlier this week 
with Burkina Faso leader. Capt. 
Blaise Compaore. who has criti- 
cised deployment of the force and 


Taylor has refused any com- 
promise, but has been unable to 
capture Monrovia. 

The fighting, which began on 
Dec. 24. when the rebels invaded 
Liberia from neighbouring Ivory 
Coast, has driven more than 

500.000 refugees into Ivory 
Coast, Sierra Leone and Guinea, 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees reported. 

Spokesman Raymond Hall said 
the number of refugees has risen 
sharply since Aug. 1, when 

387.000 refugees were counted in 
the three countries. He said the 
situation “was very serious” and 
the U.N. had launched an appeal 
for $15.9 million in refugee aid 
for the next four months. 

Hall said so far the U.N. had 
received only $5.7 million and has 
had to use $2.1 million in funds 
from emergency reserves. 

None of the three countries 
sheltering the refugees was in a 
position to provide much help as 
their governments already are 
deeply in debt. 


Burmese army arrests 
rest of opposition leaders 


RANGOON — ( AP) — Burma's 
military rulers have arrested the 
country's remaining opposition 
leaders who led a landslide vic- 
tory of pro-democracy forces in 
last May's general elections, offi- 
cials said Fridav. 


The deputy head of military 
intelligence. Col. Than Tun. told 
reporters that six members of the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLDj. including its acting lead- 
er. Kyi Maung. were arrested 
Thursday night. 

At the same new conference, 
Gen. Saw Maung, who heads the 
ruling State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council, warned against 
any unrest and ordered the 
Buddhist clergy not to meddle in 
politics. Buddhist monks have 
been at the forefront of recent 
anti-government protests. 

“SLORC is ruling the country 
according to martial law. Our 
duty is to maintain law and order 
and any attempt to disrupt these 
objectives will not be tolerated.** 
he said. 

Kyi Maung has led the party 
since Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin 
Oo were put under house arrest 
in juiv 19S9. 


largest city. Ohn Kyaing, Tbein 
Tan. Ye Myint Aung and Sein 
Hla Aung were also arrested 
Thursday for allegedly instigating 
unrest last Aug. S, the 
anniversary of the beginning of 
the 1953 general strike in Burma. 

Australian Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Minister Gareth Evans 
condemned the arrests. 


A statement from his office in 
Sydney said the arrests further 
discredited the military govern- 
ment and made a mockery of the 
May elections. 

“Since the elections, the reg- 
ime bad shown by its intimidatory 
and repressive actions that was 
not prepared to abide by its pub- 
tic undertakings to allow genuine 
democratic change in Myanmar 
(Burma).” the statement said. 

The Australian government 
called for the immediate release 
of all political prisoners and for 
Burma to accede to the popular 
desire for democracy, h said. 

On Aug. 8 this year, troops 
reportedly shot dead two Buddh- 
ist monks and two students who 
were demonstrating peacefully in 
Mandalay. 


Kyi Maung and another mem- 
ber of the League '5 Central Commit- 
tee. Chit Hlaing. had won par- 
liamentary seats in the May 
general election. The league 
swept the polling but the military 
government has refused to hand 
it power. 

Col. Than Tun told reporters 
that Kyi Maung and Chit Hlaing 
were detained under the official 
secrets act and would be sent for 
trial soon. 

He gave no details of the 
alleged offenses. 

The other four National 
League members arrested were 
from Mandalav. Burma's second 


The 198 8 strike became a 
national uprising, which the army 
brutally crushed in September 
that year and seized power. 

Kyi Maung. a retired. 72-year- 
old army colonel, was widely 
regarded as a moderate who had 
the potential to act as a mediator 
between the ruling military and 
the more radical members of his 
own party. 

Voters in the general election, 
however, made it dear they re- 
garded Ms. Suu Kyi as the real 
party leader. The daughter of 
independence hero Aung San, 
Ms. Suu Kyi gained a mass fol- 
lowing the turbulent events of 
1988. 


the crisis comes to an end. Na- 
tives say they fear reprisals from 
the police for the death of one of 
their officers in a raid on Mohawk 
barricades earlier this summer. 

A statement issued Thursday 
by Gen. John de Chastelain. chief 
of the defence staff of the Cana- 
dian forces, appeared to address 
the Indians' concerns about the 
local police. 


Ontario 
elects 1 st 


GMT), four days after beginning 
the highest level inter-Korean 
meeting since the peninsula was 
split in 1945. 

North and South officials and 
journalists clasped hands in emo- 
tional farewell embraces, some 
fighting back tears as the North- 
erners returned to their country. 

“See you ;□ Pyongyang, 
right?” a senior North official was 
heard telling an adviser to South 
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo 
while shaking hands. The two 
prime ministers are due to meet 
in the Northern capital Oct. 16- 
19. 


“North-South high-level talks 
this time could serve as a big 
foundation for future dialogue 
even though there were no 
achievements to speak of,” Yon 
said during a 15-minute exchange 
between delegates over tea and 
fruit. 

“We have become friendly 
with each other and we now 
understand each other's posi- 
tions,” Yon said. 

Yon and six principal delegates 
held two formal sessions with 
South Korean Prime Minister 
Kang Young-Hoon and an equal 
number of southern delegates. 

Yon also met President Roh, 
the first time a South Korean 
head of state has met a Northern 
official. Both Koreas remain 
technically at war since the 1950- 
53 Korean conflict ended in a 
truce and neither recognises the 
other. 

Roh told Yon the most impor- 
tant thing in inter-Korean rela- 
tions was still the arrangement of 
a meeting with North Korean 


President Kim fl-Sung. 

The two Koreas have never 
been able to agree even on die 
correct approach to resolving 
their problems. 


But the prime ministers agreed 
to begin talks on lesser issues — 
United Nations membership and 
reunion of some of the 10 million 
Korean family members sepa- 
rated since the war. 

Seoul officials said both sides 
agreed to discuss economic coop- 
eration and increased cross-bor- 
der travel and commerce when 
they meet in Pyongyang. 

“If they're meeting on this 
level that means the North Ko- 
reans have accepted that there 
really is a South Korea and that 
you can talk to the South Korean 
people,” said a member the neut- 
ral nations supervisory commis- 
sion which monitois the armistice 
dial ended the war. 

“I agree with people who say 
this is not like Eastern Europe,” 
he said. 

“But on the other hand, the 
North Koreans don’t have sup- 
port from the Soviet Union and 
they're short of so many things... 
news about South Korea’s wraith 
will spread.” 

Three vans which preceded the 
northern delegation to the border 
unloaded shopping bags embla- 
zoned with die name of Seoul’s 
most expensive department store. 


socialist 

government Sri Lankan army fights pitched 

Ontario. Canada's richest and battle to rout rebels in north 


has been accused of supporting 
rebel leader Charles Taylor's 
efforts to defeat it. Jawara said 
Capt. Compaore promised to try 
to use his influence with Taylor to 
accept a ceasefire. 

Liberian President Samuel Doe 
and Taylor’s rival rebel leader. 
Prince Johnson, welcomed the 
arrival of the West African force 
and have observed an informal 
ceasefire. 


S. African 
violence 
claims 5 
more lives 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Five 
people have died in Soweto 
township, three of them at a 
police station where they had fled 
for safety after being assaulted, 
taking the day's death toll from 
black-on-black violence to 15. 

Soweto police liaison officer 
Captain Ngobeni said one victim 
died in an apparently random 
attack, shot by occupants of a 
minibus cruising through the 
township's Naledi area. 

Three of the dead were 
assaulted in their homes or in the 
streets, apparently by the same 
gang, and died at the Jabuiani 
police station where they had fled 
for safety with several other peo- 
ple, he said. 

The fifth victim was a man set 
on fire near a workers' hostel in 
the Merafe district of the huge 
township outside Johannesburg. 

Earlier, two black gunmen 
walked up to a crowd of blacks at 
a central Johannesburg Railway 
Station and shot five of them 
dead at point-blank range. 

“The shooting was point-blank 
and was for no rhyme or reason. 
They just walked right up to the 
people. We don't know what the 
motive was." police Colonel 
Frans Malherbe told Reuters. 

The gunmen escaped in the 
commotion. Cartridges tittered 
the station floor and blood was 


TORONTO (R) — Voters in 
Ontario. Canada's richest and 
most populous province, have 
elected a socialist government for 
the first time, giving the New 
Democratic Party an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 

Early returns showed the party 
elected or with a clear lead in 74 
of the 130 seats in the provincial 
assembly. 

Outgoing Premier David Peter- 
son lost his own seat and his 
Liberal Party, which held 93 seats 
in the outgoing assembly, was 
elected or ~ leading in only 37 
seats. 


Peterson called the election 
only three years after taking pow- 
er and with two years of his 
mandate left to run. 

Political analysts said the 
Liberals had aimed to renew their 
bold on power ahead of an ex- 
pected recession in the province 
and before a prominent Liberal 
fund-raised goes on trial accused 
of diverting charitable funds to 
politics. 

In a moderate turnout, slightly 
up on the last election in 1987. 
voters dearly showed their dis- 
pleasure with the early election. 

The New Democrats, led by 
43-year-old Bob Rae. won some 
40 per cent of the vote compared 
with 26 per cent in the last elec- 
tion. They will form the first 
socialist government in the pro- 
vince, long a stronghold of the 
rightist Conservative Party, now 
reduced to a rump and likely to 
win only 21 seats in the new 
assembly. 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
Government troops and Tamil 
rebels fought a pitched battle in 
the northeast as the army tried to 
expand its control alter breaking 
the rebel siege of a strategic 
garrison, military officials said 
Friday. 

They said 17 Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas and eight soldiers were kil- 
led in Thursday’s fighting near 
Chila watte in the Mullaitivu dis- 
trict on the seacoast south of the 
Jaffna peninsula. 

The Tigers' 10-week siege of 
the army garrison at Mullaitivu 
town was broken Monday, the 
officials reported earlier. 

Mullaitivu is 95 kilometres 
southeast of Jaffna town, where 
the government's efforts to break 
the Tiger siege of a 17th century 
fort has been at a standstill for 
two weeks. 

More than 200 policemen and 
soldiers have been trapped in 
Jaffna Fort for nearly three 
months, with air force helicopters 
managing to make occasional 
drops of food and blocks of ice 
that melt into drinking water. 

The miiitaty officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said the Tigers continued their 
anacks Thursday on Jaffna Fort, 
killing one policeman and one 


soldier. 

At least 13 of the government 
defenders in the fort have been 
killed since June 11 when the 
Tamil rebels broke a 13-month- 
old ceasefire and renewed their 
separatist war against the 
Sinhalese-controlled govern- 
ment. 

Government troops trying to 
reach Jaffna Fort made swift 
progress in the first few days of 
their latest offensive, which 
started Aug. 22. They landed on 
an island in the lagoon facing the 
fort and dislodged the Tigers 
from a second island along a 
causeway that terminates at the 
rear of the fort. 

But since Aug. 25 they been 
stuck on Mandativu, the second 
island, unable to cross the heavily 
mined causeway. At least one big 
chunk of the causeway was 
blasted away by the Tigers when 
they retreated to the mainland. 

Deputy Defence Mioister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne professed Thurs- 
day to be undisturbed by the 
delay in what he had predicted 
would be a speedy government 
triumph. He said the army would 
take its time but eventually rout 
the Tigers and reach the fort, 
which is barely 1 kilometre 
away. 


The government, meanwhile, 
has been claiming success in Mnl- 
Iahivu. 287 kilometres northeast 
of Colombo, the capital. 

The militar y officials H ahn the 
rebels lost at least 117 fighters 
since the Mullaitivu operation be- 
gan, compared to the deaths of 18 
government men. 

There is no confirmation of the 
daims. Communications with the 
region have been cut, and the 
Tigers issue only periodic battle- 
reports, usually from offices in 
Europe. 

The Tamil war for a separate 
homeland started in 1989 when 
the Tigers and other militant 
groups embarked on a campaign 
of guerrilla attacks on the govern- 
ment and massacres of Sinhalese 
civilians. 

At least 14.000 people have 
been killed since then. 

The Tamils, who make up 18 
per cent of Sri Lanka's 16 millio n 


people, have long accused foe 
Sinhalese of discriminating 


against them in jobs, education 
and use of the Sinhala languag e. 

The Sinhalese, who have 
do mina ted the government and 
military since the Indian Ocean 
inland became independent from 
Britain in 1948, comprise 75 per 
cent of the population. 


In the last few days of the 
campaign Peterson switched his 
campaign from one of quiet self- 
congratulation to feverish attacks 
on the socialists as opinion polls 
showed them gaining support. 

At one point he went so far as 
to suggest children would go hun- 


East German lawmakers demand 
more control of secret police files 


spattered over die waUs. Bodies “g jj* vtovio(Xm 

lay sprawled where they fell as | ^ asai3l be£t land, if the New 


lay sprawled where they fell as 
police with dogs combed the area 
| for dues. 

President F. W. de Klerk said 
earlier the violence sweeping 
Johannesburg's black townships 
would delay talks with the Afri- 
can National Congress t ANC) on 
ending apartheid and enfranchis- 
ing the voteless black majority. 

“ft will retard negotiations. It 
is a stumbling block, if there is 
going to be fighting.” he said. 


Democrats were elected. 


The new government has 
promised to impose a minimum 
tax on a0 companies, ease the tax 
burden on die poor and tighten 
rent controls, lt has also pledged 
to ignore the provisions of the 
newly-introduced Canada-U-S. 
Free Trade Agreement, but has 
not speiled out what that would 
mean in practical terms. 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — Law- 
makers rave attacked a treaty 
laying the foundation for German 
unity because it fails to give East 
Germans control of the secret 
files of the former Communist 
regime. 

The treaty that reconciles many 
of the differences between the 
two German states came up for a 
first reading in parliament. 

Several lawmakers were irate 
over the vagueness of the provi- 
sion dealing with the files kept by 
the former secret police. 

Several activists who helped 
lead the revolution that toppled 
the Communists have been 
occupying the former state police 
headquarters where the fifes are 
kept. 


They began a sit-down protest 
Tuesday and are demanding that 
East Germans have access to the 
files 

. Even Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere said the provision in the 
treaty, which he personally 
approved, should be modified to 
deal more specifically with the 
fete of the files. 

Later, his top unity negotiator, 
Guenter Krause, said on West 
German radio that East Germans 
should be allowed to know what 
is in their fifes. 

The files are an emotional issue 
in a nation that was largely kept 
in check by the smothering and 
frequently sinister activities of the 
giant secret police network. 

The activists and many law- 


makers are demanding that East 
Germans have the right to read 
the files that were kept on them. 
Records were kept on an esti- 
mated 6 million Germans. 


The treaty between the Ger- 
man states says the files will 
temporarily remain on East Ger- 
man land but will be administered 
by a West German official until a 
united German parliament, to be 
elected cm Dec. 2. makes a final 
decision on their future. 

However, activists and many 
lawmakers said the agreement 
was tantamount to giving the files 
to West Gemnany because the 
united parliament will be domin- 
ated by lawmakers from the lar- 
ger country. 


Shevardnadze visit to Japan ends with no progress on islands 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze ended his visit here 
Friday and officials from both 
counfries noted new warmth in 
long-strained relations. Bo! no 
progress was reported on a con- 
tentious territorial dispute. 

“It was an extremely mean- 
ingful visit for both sides.” Fore- 
ign Minister Taro Nakayama told 
reporters Friday after three sets 
of talks with Shevardnadze. 

The two foreign ministers 
signed a series of agreements 
during the four-day visit. The 
most important result was Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's plan- 
ned trip next April, which would 
make him the first Soviet leader 
to visit Japan. 

“One thing 1 can confidently 
say is that the... atmosphere has 


changed significantly during this 
visit/' said Shevardnadze in a 


visit/' said Shevardnadze in a 
news conference before returning 
to Moscow Friday. 

He said the two countries were 
ready to discuss “new princi- 
ples” with Gorbachev's visit. 

Nevertheless, each side indi- 
cated they remain far from re- 
solving the sensitive territorial 
dispute that has harmed relations 
for the past 45 years. 

The countries have yet ro sign a 
peace treaty after World War II 
because of the dispute over a 
small group of islands that were 


seized by the Soviets at the end of 
the war. 

For years. Japan has insisted 
that the sparsely populated Kuril 
islands must be returned before 
there could be any real progress 
in economic or political ties. 

Shevardnadze emphasised Fri- 
day that the Soviet Union wants 
sweeping improvement in rela- 
tions with Japan. 

“I think the time is ripe to take 
a big political step forward. It is 
time to discuss fundamental 
issues between the two coun- 
tries.” he said. 

But Japanese officials have 
reiterated that the territorial issue 
must be settled, and said they 
noticed no new initiative from the 
Soviets. 

“I could not find any practical 
change in the attitude of the 
Soviet Union on the territorial 
issue." Nakayama said Friday. 

Still, there were signs that the 
once chilly relationship is 
thawing. 

On Wednesday, the two fore- 
ign ministers released a joint 
statement condemning the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and deman- 
ding an immediate withdrawal of 
its troops. It was the first time the 
two governments issued a joint 
statement on an international 
issue. 

Before leaving Tokyo. She- 
vardnadze met with Emperor 


Akihito and invited ** : -u to 
Moscow. 

Akihito did not reply im- 
mediately, saying. ”it is for the 
two governments to decide.” 
according to a royal family 
spokesman. 

Shevardnadze Friday criticised 
Japan's policy of denying econo- 
mic aid to Moscow until disputed 
islands are handed back. 

“It is a wrong policy to paralyse 
all aspects of relations just be- 
cause of this (territorial dis- 
pute),” Shevardnadze told a news 
conference at the end of his four- 
day stay in Tokyo. 

“Japan now understands this 
and this fact win aid in further 
improving the atmosphere in bi- 
lateral ties,” he said. 

“With confidence, 1 can say 
that the dimarc now is complete- 
ly different from four years ago.” 
when be first arrived in Tokyo as 
foreign minister, be said. 

The Japanese government has 
in the past stuck to its policy of 
"indivisibility between economics 
and politics” in formulating ties 
with Moscow. 

It has maintained that a World 
War II peace treaty, which Japan 
refuses to sign without getting 
back the occupied islands, must 
be concluded before any large- 
scale Japanese aid. 

Nevertheless, since taking 
power last year. Prime Munster 


To&hiki Kaifu's government has 
started moves to accommodate 
Soviet desires for closer coopera- 
tion in the field of economic 
management and raising produc- 
tivity in Soviet plants. 

But these measures have stop- 
ped short of what Moscow really 
wants — massive aid to stream- 
line overall Soviet infrastructure 
and funds for big development 
projects in the Soviet Far East. 

Japan's economic participation 
in Soviet plans would also be 


osals on military measures to 
build confidence between the two 
countries, he said. They included 
notification of manoeuvres and 
exchanges between military offi- 
cials. arms control experts, ships 
and air cra ft. 


profitable for Japanese firms, the 
Soviet minister added. 

On the touchy issue of the 
disputed islands. Shevardnadze 
said Moscow was ready to take 
“drastic action” regarding the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops from - 
the four islands claimed by Japan. 
He equated the problem with his 
country's border disputes with 
Sweden. Norway and China. 

“Our policy is to conduct 
rational negotiations on these 
matters.” he said. 

A scholars’ conference on the 
islands may be added to the c ur re nt 
working-lev;! talks on the peace 
treaty, be said. 

The islands, north of the 
Japanese main island of Hok- 
kaido. were occupied by the Red 
Army in the dosing days of 
World War U. 

Japan responded positively to 
Shevardnadze's package of prop- 


Uns direction has a great fu- 
ture not only in our relations with 
Japan but for the entire Asia- 
Pacific region,” Shevardnadze 
said. 

Kaznhiko Togo, head of the 
Foreign Ministry's Soviet Divi- 
sion, said after Shevardnadze’s 
departure that Tokyo had no 


plans to alter its position that the 
four islands most be returned 


four islands most be returned 
before it expands economic ties 
with Moscow. 


He also played down the sig- 
nificance of Shevardnadze's re- 
mark that Moscow was ready for 
better bilateral relations and that 
the two countries should find a 
“mutually acceptable solution” to 
the territorial issue. 

“As for as real s ubstance goes, 
there was nothing concrete or 
indicative in fas statement.” said 
Togo. 

At his news conference, She- 
vardnadze sad Moscow “may intro- 
duce further amendments” in 
talks on the disputed islands but 
only on the condition that both 
sides engaged in “rational <fia- 
toguc.” 



Irish singer 
dominates MTV 
Music Video Awards 


UNIVERSAL CITY, California 
(AP) — Irish pop singer Sinead 
O’Connor dominated the seventh 
annual MTV Music Video 
Awards in a ceremony marked by 
censorship protests and blatant 
commercialism. The 23-year-old 
O'Connor won Video of the 
Year, Best Female Video and 
Postmodern Video, for Nothing 
Compares 2 U, in which an un- 
flinching camera doses in on her 
closely cropped head and (kies 
not let go, even when she cries. 
O’Connor had created a stir last 
month when she threatened to 
walk out on an audience of 9,000 
at the Garden State Arts Centre 
in New Jersey if the state-owned 
open-air amphitheatre played the 
national anthem before her show. 
*Td like to say I had a great 
respect for people of all conn- 
tries, inducting American peo- 
ple,” she told the sellout crowd at 
the Universal Amphitheatre, 
which gave her a standing ova- 
tion. “My attitude over the 
national anthem was in order to 
draw attention to the censorship 
issue,” she added. “When it’s 


racism disguised -as censorship, 
it's even worse.” Madonna, who 
performed a racy version of her 
“vogue” video while clad in an 
18th century French costume re- 
miniscent of Marie Antoinette, 
saw hex video capture three sta- 
tues — for David Fincher’s direc- 
tion, Martin Lasowitz's art direc- 
tion and Pascal Lebeque's cine- 
matography. Michael Penn 
walked away with the New Artist 
Award for his densely written 
“No Myth” and two old groups 
enjoying new success also {ricked 
up awards: the B-52’s for Best 


mi awards: toe s tor Best 
Group and Art Direction for 
their exuberant Love Shack and 
Aerosmith for metal-hard rock 
for Janie’s Got a Gun. 


Toronto Film 
I Festival opens 


TORONTO (AP) — the 15th 
festival of festivals opened Thurs- 
day 1 nigh t with a film that traces 
the story of an honest, hard- 
working Ontario guy who works 
in a brewery, plays hockey and 
dresses in drag to sing opera. It’s 
all “Perfectly Normal/’ The quir- 
ky characters and skewed sensi- 
bility of the film Perfectly Nor- 
mal. the first English-language 
-film by celebrated Quebec direc- 
tor Yves Simoneau, made it an 
appropriate opening gala for 
Toronto’s annual movie 
marathon. The festival is becom- 
ing known in the international 
film world for its offbeat, some- 
times surprising programming. 
Festival head Helga Stephenson 
described the opening film as 
“wacko” and called it a “wonder- 
ful, important and uniquely 
Canadian event.” “It’s a movie 
about tolerance, about tolerating 
our differences,” Simoneau, an 
Elfin figure in natty dark suit and 
ponytail, told a near-capacity au- 
dience at one of two simultaneous 
screening galas. 


20 art works stolen 
from Cannes 
apartment 


NICE, France (AP) — At least 
20 art works worth nnOions of 
dollars, including paintings by 
Picasso and Renoir, were stolen 
by thieves who lowered them- 
selves into a Sth-door apartment 
by rope, police said Thursday. 
Police said there was no burglar 


alarm system in the studio apart- 
ment in Cannes, owned by a 
former government official and 
used by his son, who works as a 
night watchman. The son, 
Armand Schwarz- Fuchs, disco- 
vered the theft when he retained 
from work early Wednesday, 
police said. Among the works 
reported stolen were p aintings 
and engravings by 19th and 20th 
century masters Pablo Picasso, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edgar 
Degas, Amedeo Mo digli ani and 
Edou ard Manet. Officials initially 
estimated the value of the stolen 
works at nearly $2 nuQion, but 
police said Thursday that the 
value was likely to be much high- 
er. The French News Agenee 
France-Prcsse quoted one source 
as saying the total value could be 
S190 million. French press re- 
ports suggested there was uncer- 
tainty as to the origin of the 
works, and police said they 
wanted to talk with the apart- 
ment’s owner, Jacques Scbwarz- 
Fncbs, 62. A retired member of 
the Council of State, Schwarz- 
Fuchs reportedly is ill and receiv- 
ing medical care in die eastern 
city of Strasbourg. According to 
police, the drieves broke through 
a balcony window of the apart- 
ment in Cannes after lowering 
themselves by rope from the root, 
two floors above. 
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